Who do you say that I am? 


“Father, the hour has come; 
glorify thy Son that the Son may 
glorify thee, since thou hast given 
him power over all flesh, to give 
eternal life to all whom thou hast 
given him. And this is eternal life, 
that they know thee the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom thou 
hast sent. I glorified thee on 
earth, having accomplished the 
work which thou gavest me to 
do; and now, Father, glorify thou 
me in thy own presence with the 
glory which I had with thee be- 


fore the world was made.” 
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A 
CATHOLIC 
FOR 
PRESIDENT? Boaion VCs 


Aves all the stars on the political horizon, few are burning as 
bright today as that of Senator John F. Kennedy of Massachusetts. 
Young, dashing, intelligent, politically suave, and with a wife beautiful 
enough to sway the vote of any male, Kennedy seems one of the Demo- 
cratic Party's most logical Presidential candidates for 1960. Except for 
one factor: his religion. 


Senator Kennedy is a Roman Catholic. And only once before in 
American history has a Roman Catholic run for President—the campaign 
of Al Smith in 1928, which resulted in defeat. But more than three 
eventful decades have passed since then. Are the American people ready 
to support a Roman Catholic candidate now? 


Many have interpreted as a sign of the times Senator Kennedy's 
near miss for the vice-presidential nomination by the Democrats in 1956, 
especially in view of his support by delegates from the South, traditionally 
a Protestant stronghold. Equally if not more significant are the results 
of the 1958 elections, which sent 103 Roman Catholics to Congress, mak- 
ing them the most numerous denomination, and placed Catholic gover- 
nors in office in such key states as California, Pennsylvania, and Ohio. 


Most surprising of all, in solidly Lutheran Minnesota, Roman Cath- 
olic Eugene McCarthy trounced the incumbent Senator Edward J. Thye, 
an active Lutheran churchman. 


What do such developments signify? They seem to indicate, first 


of all, that the American voter is exercising a good bit of his well-known 
independence and common sense. He is judging the man, not the label. 
After all, will a man make a better dog-catcher just because he is a Baptist ? 
If not, why should the Baptists vote for him? Will a man make a better 
mayor because he is a Lutheran? 


Much as we might hate to admit it, there is no one-to-one correlation 
between a man’s devotion to the church and his competence in state- 
craft. Nor can a man’s political philosophy be deduced from his denomi- 
national identification. Consider the contrast between former Governor 
Leader of Pennsylvania, a liberal democrat, and ex-Senator Jenner of 
Indiana, a Taft Republican—yet both Lutherans; or between the two 
McCarthys, old Senator Joe and new Senator Gene—both Roman Catho- 
lics, but politically opposite in every way. 

From the historical perspective, the new acceptance of Roman Catho- 
lics in public office signifies that they at last have come of age as Ameri- 
cans. The anti-Catholic crusades of the last century were largely motivated 
by anti-foreign feeling; the waves of immigrants from southern and 
eastern Europe disturbed America’s image of itself as ‘white Anglo-Saxon 
Protestant.” 


Now, the age of Protestantism (in the sense of its exclusive domi- 
nance) is gone; we live rather in the age of pluralism. The thirty-five 
million Americans of Roman Catholic persuasion have just as much 
right to political representation as do their Jewish, Protestant, and secu- 
larist fellow-citizens. 


However, it will be pointed out that Roman Catholicism itself has 
never really accepted this principle of pluralism. What is there to guar- 
antee that a Roman Catholic, once having reached the presidency, would 
not use its tremendous powers to establish special privileges for his 
church? The objection is legitimate, for if we read the pronouncements 
of the popes and the official Roman textbooks, we find little sympathy for 
the principle of separation of church and state, except as an expedient 
where Catholics are in the minority. 


But here as in so many other areas, we are guilty of the ‘monolithic 
fallacy” in thinking. What most Protestants do not realize is that there 
is in Catholicism in this country, as well as in Western Europe, a power- 
ful counter-current pressing toward a genuine reapproachment {reconcili- 
ation} between Catholicism and democracy. After all, Western Germany, 
governed by the Roman Catholic Konrad Adenauer, is considered one 
of our staunchest allies in the cause of freedom; and in America, such 
‘men as John Courtney Murray and Jacques Maritain are among the 


ablest exponents of the philosophy of democratic pluralism. 

What the American people have the right to expect of a Roman 
Catholic candidate for President is that he make clear whether he is or 
is not numbered among those Catholics who have inwardly accepted the 
fruits of the American experiment. Already Senator Kennedy has done 
sO, announcing in a recent article his unconditional support of the First 
Amendment and his opposition to governmental aid to parochial schools, 
as well as to the appointment of an ambassador to the Vatican. 


"As to the sincerity of such a statement by Kennedy or any other 
candidate, this the voters can only judge on the basis of his record and 
their general estimate of his integrity. 


Protestants in general and Lutherans in particular have every reason 
to be generous in estimating such matters, for it does not take much 
study of church history to show that our forebears, too, have frequently 
been found to be peacefully co-existing with authoritarian regimes. If we 
have learned the lessons that the American venture in democracy has 
taught, let us have the charity to admit that our Roman Catholic brethren 
may have learned them too. a 


Reprinted with permission from frontiers, published by the Lutheran Student 
Association of America. 
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EVENTS 


SYNOD GIVES BOOST TO LL 
N.Y.-N.E. APPOINTS SYNODICAL LL SECRETARY 


The Synod of New York and New England has shown in a new program 
hat it is willing to give more than moral support to its Youth Work. 

Mr. George J. Manos of Queens Village, New York, a member of Holy 
[rinity Church in Bellerose, has been appointed to the newly created office of 
Luther League Secretary. The new office is part of the results of a review of the 
synodical LL program that has been made for the past two years by the synodi- 
-al committee on Luther League. A joint effort by the synodical LL committee, 
synodical officers and the new secretary for LL work will include the drawing 
ip of long range plans for the following areas: synodical LL camping and 
onventions, LL district rallies, adult advisor training, and communication and 
oordination. Emphasis this year will be placed on the last two areas. 


Mr. Manos, who assumed his duties the Ist of January, comes to his new 
ost with a long list of recommendations from previous youth work experi- 
nce. An active leaguer himself, Mr. Manos held numerous local and district 
offices. He has been a league advisor, director of ‘‘Choraleers” and league and 
ongregational dramas. He has been a member of the Pinecrest LL leadership 
raining school staff for 15 years and co-director of the recreational program 
t the Silver Bay Summer School for Lutheran Church workers for 6 years. He 
s also a twenty-five year veteran of scouting and has been active in posts such 
'§ scoutmaster, training chairman and district commissioner. Mr. Manos is mar- 
ied and has a daughter Vicky, 14 and a son Bob, 13 years old. 


LL Advisors and Asst. Pastor of Holy 
Trinity congratulate Mr. Manos on his 
appointment. L. to R.: Mrs. W. Gumbel, 
Young Peoples L.L. Advisor; Rev. A. Hen- 
nig, Assistant Pastor of Holy Trinity; 
George Manos, Mrs. Scott, Intermediate 
L.L. Advisor; Ernie Schwabe, Senior L.L. 
Advisor. 


EVENTS 


CONNECTICUT LL CONVENES 


The 54th Annual Convention of Connecticut State Luther League 
was held at Immanuel Lutheran Church, Meriden, on October 16 and 
17. Pastor Defenderfer, Chaplain, led the opening devotions on Saturday. 
The new officers and chairmen of committees are: President, Ernest 
Lehman; Vice-President, Rosalie Muller; Secretary, Barbara Brown; and 
Treasurer, Robert Kuba. Chairman of Evangelism Committee, James 

' Sytton; Social Action, Carol Lindroos; Missions, Nancy Greene; Recrea- 
tion, Carol Unsderfer; and Christian Vocations, Marlene Forde. 

Toastmaster at the banquet Saturday night was Mr. Andrew Luck. 
The speaker was the Reverend William Heil. Al Daly, LLA Youth Asso- 
ciate, addressed the Conventioners. Colored slides taken at LLA’s Con- 
vention last summer were shown. Candlelight Service marked the installa- 
tion of officers for the coming year and closed the convention. 


FLASHES FROM LOCAL LEAGUES 


AIKEN, S. C. 


Leaguers at St. Paul’s Church, Aiken, South Carolina, partict- 
pated in their town’s annual Christmas parade. Leaguers designed, 
planned and built a float for the “Put Christ Back into Christmas” 
parade. Their float represented the giving of gifts by the Wise Men 
at the Manger. 


In the parade leaguers 
E ride the float and act 
Leaguers building the float. out the scene at the 


manger. 


EVENTS 


BALTIMORE 


The leaguers of Third Church put the Maryland Synod Camp to 
new use on the weekend of Nov. 28-29. To make the Home Missions 
theme, “Town and Country’, more meaningful, they enlisted the help of 
a tural church league of Jefferson, Maryland. After a general back- 
ground session had been held, the Baltimore leaguers entertained the 
youth of Mount Zion Church at the camp. A social and dance high- 
lighted the evening, along with a hymn sing and devotional period. The 
iext day it was the turn of the Mt. Zion leaguers to play hosts. The 
arban church youth attended church and Sunday School with their newly- 
nade friends and then were served dinner by the women of the church. 
A panel discussion closed the weekend topic presentation.—Nancy 
saebler (from Leaguers’ Light) 


BELLEROSE, L. I. 
Senior LL Advisor Ernest Schwake sends us these shots of the 
Holy Trinity league of Bellerose. 


Fran Heinrich (at left), Social 
Action Secretary receives some 
of the 62 large boxes of used 
clothing leaguers collected for 
Lutheran World Action. Ingrid 
Seekamp, LL Secretary, is at 
right with more leaguers in 
background. > 


<Leaguers gather around their 
banner at League Reforma- 
tion Rally. Rally was held in 
historic Trinity Church which 
is located in the middle of 
a Lutheran cemetery in 
Queens, Long Island, N. Y. 


EVENTS 


NAME CHOSEN FOR MERGED CHURCH 


Representatives of four uniting Lutheran bodies agreed in Chicago 
to name their proposed denomination the ‘Lutheran Evangelical Church 
in America.” The name was chosen by the Joint Commission on Lutheran 
Unity, which also approved June, 1962 as the tentative target date for 
establishment of the new Church of more than 3,000,000 members. 


The name approved by the commission was the second choice of 
its committee on nomenclature, headed by Dr. Carl W. Seggerhammer 
of Los Angeles, vice president of Augustana. 


The committee further stressed the ecumenical character of the 
approved name. “We are a part of the larger Evangelical Church of 
the Christian world, but still a part,” it said. “We are a LUTHERAN 
part of the Evangelical Church. “By this name, we are emphasizing our 
partnership in the greater Church rather than putting the emphasis 
upon one part of the Church. Such emphasis would recognize our place 
as being a part of, but not the whole, of the Church in the world which 
treasures evangelical truth.” The committee also noted that ‘the words 
‘Lutheran’ and ‘Evangelical,’ seemingly desired by the majority of the 
membership of our Churches, are both found here.” 


MISSION TO JEWS DEFENDED 


Christians who argue that the Gospel of Christ should not be 
preached to Jews with the aim of conversion are not “faithful to the 
Lord of the Church and its mission,” a veteran Norwegian missionary 
to Jews suggested in a statement published in Oslo. 


The Rev. Magne Solheim of Haifa, who has worked among Jews 
and Jewish converts for the past 21 years—in Israel for the past ten— 
deplored the outspoken opposition of “many,” including theologians, to 
this kind of evangelistic work. 

He quoted the words of a Christian of Jewish background who said: 
“Satan uses many servants and many methods to hinder us from seeing 
that Jesus is our Messiah and Savior. In our times he is even closing the 
eyes of Christians . . . to prevent the salvation of the Jews.” 

Pastor Solheim singled out among such opponents of missions to 
Jews, Prof. Reinhold Niebuhr of Union Theological Seminary, New 
York, and a Dutch theologian whom he did not name. Dr. Niebuhr 
recently expressed the view that it was better if Jews were helped to a 
closer relationship with God within the framework of their own religion 
than if efforts were made to win them to the Christian faith. 

Pastor Solheim rejected equally a view expressed by some Christians 
“that missions (to Jews) are unnecessary because the Jews will be con- 
verted by God’s own direct action at the return of Christ.” 


EVENTS 


Pointing out that in New Testament times Jews embraced the 
Christian faith as a result of preaching, Pastor Solheim declared: ‘‘For 
Jews today, the way is the same. We must be faithful to the Lord of 
the Church and its mission. . . . We must be true to the missionary 
command also with respect to Israel.” 

Although “a Jew who becomes a Christian is (still) regarded as 
a traitor to his own people,” nevertheless “there are many enlightened 
Jews who understand that if the Church is to be true to the Gospel, it 
must proclaim that Gospel also to the Jews,” 

They respect Christians most when they do not “hide their Christian 
faith in their relations with Jews,” he said. “It is tremendously short- 
sighted if we Christians believe that the Church will gain favor in Jewish 
eyes by ignoring the Christian message.” 

Pastor Solheim’s congregation at Haifa is made up of Christians of 
Jewish blood from Europe—chiefly from Roumania, and in smaller 
numbers from Hungary, Germany and Yugoslavia. Some were baptized 
believers before they left Europe, others were converted after resettling 
in Israel. After preaching the Gospel to such people in Rumania and 
Hungary since 1938, he was obliged by the Rumanian government to 
leave in 1949. The mission which was founded in Israel under his leader- 
ship in that year now has a staff of seven Norwegian missionaries. 


SYNOD HAS BIG YOUTH BUDGET 


Central Pennsylvania Synod is starting 1960 with $11,500 
sarmarked for Youth Work. Central Penn has an active program 
of workcamping and service projects set up under the direction 
of Robert Menges and Ira Sassaman. Synodical Luther League con- 
inues to increase in member leagues as a result of its REACH 
orogram. The synodical budget for youth breaks down as follows: 


Synodical Luther league .............. $2000 
Synodical workcamps ................ 1500 
LLA workcamp scholarships (20) ...... 1000 
Caravaning scholarships (10) ......... 1000 
Pp ME RAM COMLELCLCE cy ste rites «aie = « 1000 
Recruitment — Sons and daughters for 

RU ECRSORIID Rt BMS cc Gs ote ae c's os 5000 


In addition to this, Central Penn has $9000 budgeted for 
amp programs and leadership development. 


-VENTS 
NEW FRONTIER FOR CHURCH 


Dr. Donald Houser, Executive secretary of ULCA’s Board of Ameri- 
can Missions, told delegates to the 50th anniversary convention of the 
National Lutheran Educational conference that “urban church work is the 
church’s new frontier.” 

“We are late in developing our concern for the inner city, “Dr. 
Houser stated. “Secularism has taken over. The church must cultivate and 
prepare the soil of the inner city as in a foreign land as second and third 
generation pagans meet us here . . . If the voice of the church is no longer 
heard in the heart of the city then truly we are living in the post-Chris- 
tian era,” he told delegates. 


a 


LEAGUE TRAINING SCHOOLS 


Building upon 1959 experience, LLA will conduct four 
LTS’s in the summer of 1960. Aiming at “membership 
training” and attempting to present a firm basis for 
league activities, all congregational leagues are encour- 
aged to send a boy and a girl to LTS. It will be well 
worth the cost. 


Where: Des Moines, lowa; Newberry, S. C.; Allentown 
and Gettysburg, Pa. 


Additional information can be obtained by writing LLA 


YOUTH WORKERS’ INSTITUTES 


Last summer LLA trained adult workers with youth: con- 
gregational lay advisors, pastors, parish workers, direc- 
tors of Christian education. In response to continued 
need and interest, three Institutes will be held in 1960. 


Where: Chicago, Illinois; Newberry, S. C.; Allentown, Pa. 


Additional information can be obtained by writing LLA 
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Split Personality? 


You don’t need a doctor, you need LUTHER LIFE! 
The magazine that meets teens where you are with 
timely articles to keep you in the know, fiction, topic 
suggestions, reviews, Bible study and devotional 


materials, special features and art work by 
YOUTH. Cheap, too, only $2.00 for a whole year. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. Why not tell your friends! 


iM. 


YEAR 
ABROAD! 


by Cynthia Wineman 


Part I: written while abroad 
in ‘58-’59 


Part Il: written back home: th 
year in retrospect 


An October Wandertag. Herr Professor 
is in the center. 


Everybody in Aus- 
tria learns to ski! An 
outing at Edelraute 
Hutte. Our author is 
at the right in front. 


fdas you like to spend a year in Europe as an exchange student? This 
year forty-four American students are living with families in Germany, 
Austria, Holland, Denmark, Sweden, and Finland. ICYE, a non-profit organi- 
zation of Protestant churches, hopes through its exchangees to bring about a 
better relationship between America and Europe. Only two Lutheran students 
participated in the ICYE program this year, and I am one of the eight students 
in Austria. 

I first read about ICYE in the February, 1958 issue of LUTHER LIFE 
and decided to send for more information. My parents didn't go for the idea 
at first, but the more we read about ICYE the better they liked it. I filled out 
my applications, sent them to New Windsor (ICYE headquarters) and waited. 

During my short waiting period, I began to wonder why on earth I ever 
applied as an exchange student! I was going to be away from my family and 
friends for a whole year! The next moment I knew I wanted to learn to know 
the people of a foreign country and their way of life. This I hoped to accom- 
by being a part of these people, living with them not as an American 
but as an Austrian. Of course, I planned on learning German, too. There is 
really nothing like learning a language in the country where it is spoken. 
So when I was accepted I began preparing for a big year ahead. 

“Gesundheit” was the only German word in my vocabulary, so naturally 
I started on German lessons. I was all optimistic and thought that in the two 
nonths before we sailed I could learn enough German to get around in Austria. 
I was sadly mistaken. My pastor told me I could not even reach the kindergarten 
stage, and he was right! 

My year began in New Windsor. There I met the other exchangees, my 
aew American friends. It is funny, but in New Windsor, and New York, and 
even when we were standing on the dock (And I mean we stood, our ship 
came from dry dock three hours late), I was not really excited. If something 
aad happened that we could not sail, I don’t think I would have felt too badly. 
{n fact, I think I would have been relieved. I wanted to go and yet I had my 
doubts. Now I am so happy that nothing happened to prevent my having this 
wonderful year. 

We landed in Bremerhaven. Most of us started to get the jitters. The ship 
aad been a new home, and we had to leave it, too. In Germany things began 
© happen. We were a couple minutes here, a couple minutes there, and that 
ame night the eight ‘Austrians’ were put on a train for Vienna. We get a 
300d laugh talking about that trip, but at the time it was not so funny. We 
vent twenty-four hours with almost nothing to eat and hardly any sleep. When 
ve finally reached Vienna, it was about 11:30 p-m., we were a few hours late, 
here was nobody at the station to meet us, and we only had a few cents in 
Austrian money. That night we found out for the first time what wonderful 
»eople the Austrians are. The boy spending the year in Vienna called his family 
got them all out of bed) and they took all eight exchangees in for the night. 
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After living with a family in Ybbs on the Danube and a family in Linz. 
I arrived in Furstenfeld September 8, two days before school started. I consider 
myself particularly lucky to have been able to live a short time with different 
families. Through this I have been able to get a better picture of life in Austria. 


As far as I am concerned I have the most wonderful family, but then | 
guess all the exchangees consider their families tops. My father and mother 
are both medical doctors. Then I have two brothers, Peter (twenty-six years old 
and a doctor working in Graz), and Gunter (seventeen and in the last year of 
the Gymnasium), and a sister Putzi (twenty-four and working in Vienna). We 
live in a big, but old, house with a beautiful garden. Mine is not an average 
Austrian family. In plain words, they are in the upper class and wealthy for 
Austria. Although there are very few really poor people in Austria, most homes 
lack the many conveniences almost everybody in America takes for granted. 
The majority of the people live in small but comfortable apartments. Regular 
washing machines (automatic ones are unheard of), refrigerators, mixers, etc. 
are just beginning to find their way into a few homes. 

For boys and girls under sixteen, dancing and dating is taboo. At sixteen 
most of the students go to dancing school, so I went too. Not only did I learn 
to dance European style, but best of all I can now dance a Viennese waltz. In 
Austria that is a must. 

By the first of December my family considered my German to the point 
where I could travel alone, so I went to visit Putzi in Vienna. I had the most 
wonderful time, but the performance of OTHELLO, which I saw in the Staat- 
soper, stands out most in my mind. The old, old culture in Austria is some- 
thing America can never have, and we can't learn to feel it in school. The opera 
is really loved by Austrians, and I have also learned to love it. 

The old castles, churches, and other buildings are another love of mine. 
Of course, a lot of cities in Germany and Austria were bombed during the 
war. It is really a shame because the old buildings rebuilt after the war are not 
old any more. Heidelberg is a fabulous, romantic old city, which was not touched 
by a bomb. Then in Baden-Baden I saw baths built and used by the Romans 
around 300 A.D. It was my privilege to spend Easter vacation in Stuttgart, Ger- 
many. From there we did much sight-seeing. 

For the most part the Protestant church in Austria is Evangelisch, which 
we call Lutheran. You have to remember that Austria is 95 per cent Roman 
Catholic, so that does not leave very many Protestants. I am lucky that there is 
a church in Furstenfeld, because many villages do not have a church service 
every Sunday. Since we have two periods of religion every week in school, the 
church does not have Sunday Church School. Cities usually have youth groups, 
but in Fuerstenfeld we do not. Most people do not even consider attending 
church every Sunday. Once a month is a good record, with Communion once 


a year. 
Almost everybody in Austria can ski, so I had to learn. In February I 
went with my class on our ski course. Here half the children learn to ski as 
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soon as they can walk and the other half can ski at least a little by the time 
they are sixteen. I guess I was the worst skier Austria had ever seen. I have 
never stood on the things in my life, and I could not any more control those 
big long “boards” than fly. I spent more time sitting than skiing. Most of the 
time I looked like a snowman. The hut was some five thousand feet up on a 
mountain with no ski lift. We walked three hours through six feet of snow 
carrying our skis all the way. When we finally reached the hut, I was dead 
tired. Nobody took a suitcase; we had our very few clothes in Rucksacks. We 
had such beautiful warm weather that we skied in our ski pants and blouses. 
When we arrived back in Fuerstenfeld we all looked like we had been on vaca- 
tion in Italy. 

I have learned to know people and their life in Germany and Austria. I 
can speak German well enough that I can talk to the people in their language 
and therefore understand them and their ideas better. But there is still so much 
to learn before I leave. 


Back in the U.S.A. I am curled up in an easy chair in one corner of the 
living room with my chemistry homework. On T.V. Khrushchev is visiting an 
lowa farm. The chemistry text slides down in my lap as my thoughts fly three 
thousand miles across the Atlantic on across the Alps to the little town of 
Fuerstenfeld, Austria, close—very close to the Hungarian border and the Iron 
Curtain. 

There were those first wonderful two weeks in Ybbs on the Danube with 
che Fenz family, Herr, Frau, Martin, and Edith. (Lisbeth was in the States as 
an exchange student.) In Ybbs swimming, picnics, bike rides, daily marketing, 
darties, and sewing on a dirndl, the national dress of my adopted home-for-a- 
year, kept grass from growing under my feet. Then too was the visit to the 
electric power plant with Herr Fenz. He was proud of his work and had rea- 
son to be for the plant was to be the largest in Austria. 

Next came Linz and the weeks with the Boehmes. Although Marian was 

1 year younger, her friends and their captivating games were much fun even 
hough my lack of ability to speak German was a grave hindrance to complete 
enjoyment. Marian was a grand guide on our trips through the city, to Poest- 
ingberg where we over looked the red roofed steel center and down into the 
‘atacombs of St. Florian. I can still feel the musty dampness and in the gloom 
see those piles of bones in that old baroque monastery. I shall never forget 
lhe day we drove through the breath-takingly beautiful Salzkammergut and 
went swimming in Attersee. 
_ Finally the day came, the day for which I had been waiting when I would 
it last go to my foster home and family. They, Herr Doktor, Frau Doktor, 
°eter, and Gunter, met me in Graz. There was dinner at the Steirerhof and 
ihe last lap of my journey to Fuerstenfeld. 

Our arrival at my new home was after dark and at bed time. I was aware 
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only of a big house, a comfortable bed with a billowy feather cover, and a 
family who were to be mine for a whole year. 


I am sure it was because he knew I would be curious about the Iron Cur- 
tain that the following morning Herr Dr. drove me near enough to look across 
the fields and see the church steeple of the first Hungarian village. It was not 
repulsive as we think of the Iron Curtain, but somehow ones heart went out 
to those people, who willingly or unwillingly were held captive by a regime 
for which the Church held no meaning. 


When school began, my anxiety mounted. I wondered how my class- 
mates would react to me. The girls were friendly, but the boys just stared from 
the opposite side of the room. 


It was many weeks before my use of German would permit me to enter 
actively into school work and conversation, but tenseness soon gave way to 
mutual joy and companionship. Eleven school subjects kept the Austrian youth 
busy, but once a trimester we left work behind and took off on a train, bus, or 
hiking trip. By spring I was conditioned for the twenty-five mile hike we took 
to Riegersburg, a castle, with time out for a swim in an algae culture (a pond 
along the route). 


Fabulous, old Vienna! I visited Putzi, my twenty-four year old sister. We 
walked through the gardens of Schoenbrunn, the thousand room palace of Maria 
Theresa, attended the Staatsoper where the house applauded for twenty min- 
utes, and saw the famous white horses of the Spanish Riding School. 


Time flew and Krampus let us know Christmas was near. We had the most 
beautiful tree, decorated with glass balls, cookies, candy, and real candles. There 
was the five o'clock service in our little Evangelical church and midnight mass 
in the hospital chapel. We ate the traditional Christmas dinner, carp, listened 
attentively to Herr Dr.’s Christmas speech, and opened gifts. The rest of the 
holiday season was divided between Mariazell with the family and Innsbruck 
with Marlen (an exchange student there) and the hospitable Lieble family in 
their comfortable three room apartment. 


Time kept flying until Easter week when Lala saw me safely on a train 
for Stuttgart, Germany where I spent five glorious weeks with the Jaisers 
(Uta’s parents). There was an especially close feeling with the Jaisers, for 
Uta was spending the year in my home in the States. Herr Jaiser took a por- 
tion of his vacation, and we traveled through southern Germany visiting Heidel- 
berg, that loveliest of all cities, Baden-Baden, and the Black Forest. 

Our cuckoo just struck the half hour reminding me of the little cuckoo 
clock shop and the lady who explained all about the wood and carving and 
helped me select mine. Those days in Stuttgart were so happy, the shopping 
tours with cake and coffee in the coffee shops, baking, figuring and refiguring 
my budget, enlightening conversations with Herr Jaiser, and the week ends 
in Esslingen with the Fuerstenberg family. But, time went on and after a fabu- 
lous visit, I started for Fuerstenfeld stopping over in Salzburg for a couple of 
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days. The Legners were typical Austrian hosts and Tex acted as my private 
guide. 

June came all too soon, yet it was one of my favorite months, for this is 
when we exchange students took a bus trip through Austria, Italy, and Switzer- 
land. We had such gay times singing in the bus, camping, cooking, and sight- 
seeing. 

By this time my year was nearing its end. There were all the last minute 
activities, packing, and good-byes. Before I could realize how fast time had 
flown, I was standing at the train station with the Frau Doktor, Heli, and 
Martha waiting for the train to Vienna. There I met Ralph, Dave, and Patty. 
After saying good-by to Putzi, Ralph, Dave, Dorli, and I started across Austria 
for Paris. Sandy joined us in Fellkirch and we were off on our last jaunt before 
boarding the S.S. Arkadia. We walked, photographed, and laughed our way 
through Paris, London, Brussels, and Amsterdam ending up in Bremen where 
we met the other exchangees. The next morning all of us paced the floor not 
able to think of any thing to do or say. Then our European counter parts ar- 
rived and we had so much to talk about that four hours seemed like four 
seconds. Uta and I waved “‘auf Wiedersehen”’ at the station where I got on the 
oat train. After standing and waiting in the usual five or six lines, the forty- 
-wo of us were finally on the boat. At eleven o’clock P.M. after four blasts on 
the whistle we turned our backs to Europe and set sail for America. 

I think of my year in Austria without question as the most outstanding 
ind profitable year in my life. Student exchange programs are the most wonder- 
‘ul thing in the world. Back in Greensburg I am speaking before many com- 
munity and church groups and am sharing with them my year and my lasting 
‘tiendships in Austria and Germany. 

By having a better understanding of foreign people we can help break 
Hown the prejudices you find everywhere. One realizes that all the people are 
aot like the general type many people picture in their minds. Although their 
way of thinking, their customs, and their life may be different, people, them- 
‘elves, are everywhere the same. WM 
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What’s the largest city in the 
world? What has more Irish- 
men than Dublin, more Jews 
than Israel, more subways, 
more juvenile delinquency, 
the cheapest scenic ferryride, 
the largest financial district, 
the finest opera companies, 
the greatest theatre district? 
What else could it be but New 
York City, the most praised 
and maligned, hated and 
loved, confused and delight- 


ful city in the world. No won- 
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der a rhapsodizing lyricist ha 
said, “New York, New York 
wonderful town .. .”. 

It is this precise abundance 
of “things to do” that ha 
made New York City th 
mecca for millions of tourist 
who, week after week, yea 
in and year out, stream int 
New York City to taste of it 
pleasures and then flee hom 
confident that they have dan 
gled their feet in sin. Bu 
what about the thousands o 
people who flock to Ney 
York looking for a less flee! 
ing kind of affair with th 
city? What about those wh 
seek to make homes and cz 
reers, and especially what : 
bout those whose thespian o 
acting instincts have drive 
them to this hub of the thes 
tre world to seek acclaim an 
satisfaction before the foo 
lights? What can and doe 
the Church do for the theatr 
and theatre people in Ne 
York City? 

Perhaps it is essential t 
peel off a few of the accumt 
lated years of church histo1 
to see what kind of relatior 
ship there has been betwee 
these now seemingly estrange 
companions, the Church an 
the theatre. From Old Test: 
ment times through the Ne 
Testament Church draw 
played a tremendous part 


CHORCHL | oy sicrors rantow 


the worship of the Christian 
community. At the beginning it 
wasn’t a question of a proscen- 
ium arch, three acts, and cur- 
tain calls, but it certainly in- 
volved the question of a priest 
fulfilling in his dramatic way 
his functions as a servant in 
the Temple of God. It involved 
special clothing, special settings, 
special music, and special dia- 
logue. As the Jewish Temple 
worship fulfilled itself into the 
worship of the Christian Church 
we find much of the inherent 
drama of synagogue worship 
finding its place in the liturgy 
of the Church. 


As the years rolled by the 
dramatic impulse of certain cre- 
ative individuals found itself 
seeking expression in religious 
dramas. These “plays” fostered 
oy the church and performed 
sither in the chancel of the 
thurch or on the steps leading 
10 the church were called the 
Medieval Mystery Plays. They 
lealt in a dramatic way with 
‘Bible Stories”’—the Annuncia- 
ion, the Nativity, the Resurrec- 
ion. These plays used people 


to recreate the Biblical characters. 
Still later music was added to many 
of these plays and the dramatic pas- 
sion oratorios of Schutz and Bach 
came into being. With the advent on 
the religious scene of “reformers” 
many segments of the church 
thought that the theatre and the 
church was an unholy alliance. Thus 
the church lost a valuable aid in 
educating and enlightening her peo- 
ple. It is only within recent years 
that this figurative “great divorce” 
has begun to be reconciled. Many 


churches have begun to use the 


theatre as an arm of the church, not 
only for the proclamation of the 
gospel but also in the field of 
evangelism. 

One such church is Grace-St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church in Manhat- 
tan. A current story saying that the 
church was named after a wealthy 
dowager named Grace St. Paul, who 
gave money to the church if it would 
be named after her, is not true. 
Grace-St. Paul’s is the result of a 
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merger of two congregations, Grace 
Church and St. Paul’s Church. The 
merged church is located on 71st 
Street just west of Central Park in the 
heart of that section of New York 
which seems to have turned itself into 
a beehive of budding, struggling 
theatre people. As a physical building 
it would be easy to miss. It sits tightly 
beset upon by towering apartment 
buildings, faced by rows of brown- 
stone houses, looking for all the world 
as though it might be swallowed up 
any moment. The church itself is an 
uninspired Gothic building, holding al- 
most 200 people. The only parish 
facilities are in the basement of the 
church, in which there is a large room 
with a stage at one end. 

How Grace-St. Paul’s became the 
foster mother of an off-Broadway 
theatre sounds too trite to be true. One 
day as the pastor, the Rev. Norman S. 
Dinkel, was sitting in his study, a 
somewhat disheveled looking person 
knocked on his door. This person 
turned out to be the director of an 
off-Broadway theatre group that had 
lost its home and was now looking for 
a new location. Sometimes personali- 
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ties and interests cause immediate com. 
munication. This was one of those 
cases. Before the young producer hac 
left the pastor’s study that day, Grace: 
St. Paul’s Church had welcomed 
theatre troupe into its basement. The 
theatre troupe was not to be a separate 
non-Church related organization 
Rather, it was to be an arm of the 
Church’s ministry that would perforn 
good, religious drama as well as othe: 
plays in the basement of the church 


It appears to be fortunate for both 
the church and the theatre group tha 
Pastor Dinkel is the present leader 0 
this congregation. If you want to hea 
any of the songs, words and music 
from any musical show on Broadwa 
in the last ten years, ask him. If you 
are interested in knowing what show 
played the St. James theatre in th 
same period, ask him. If you want t 
know a brief summary of the career 
of Helen Hayes, Mary Martin or Ethe 
Merman, again turn to him. If yo 
want encouragement and understand 
ing in your desires to become a stat 
this is the pastor to whom you shoul 
take your hopes and disillusions. 

The congregation itself has give 
enthusiastic support to the leadershi 
of its pastor in this venture. It is 
true racial melting pot. In addition t 
the traditional Germans, there ar 
Chinese, Puerto Ricans, Italians an 
assorted other nationality backgroun¢ 
represented. This racial mixture | 
complemented by a cultural situatio 
which throws together the avera 
middle-class, white-collar Luthera 
with the television executive and t 
chorus girl who is currently serving 
a waitress in a local “hash-hous 
while she works for her big chanc 
This racial, cultural mixture coupl 


with the intimate, informal, friendly 
atmosphere about the whole church 
has been the reason for a good measure 
of success in its outreach to the young 
theatre crowd. 


The Players West, the official title 
of the off-Broadway theatre group 
working in Grace-St. Paul’s, have done 
some major dramas in their brief “‘oc- 
cupation” of the church. Last year’s 
major production was George Bernard 
Shaw’s, “Captain Brassbound’s Con- 
version”, staged in the arena style. 
This year’s major production will be 
Shakespeare’s, “King Henry the 
Eighth’. In all cases when a produc- 
tion of this nature is sey aus the 
congregation is invited to a special 
preview. In addition to these “secular 
dramas” the Players West also have 
staged performances of Rostand’s ‘“The 
Woman of Samaria’, and a reading of 
"The Song of Solomon” and “La- 
nentations of Jeremiah’. 


It would be a mis-understanding to 
hink that the Players West are merely 
ising Grace-St. Paul’s facilities for 
heir dramatic production. Not only is 
here a distinct allegiance between this 
soup and the congregation formally, 
mut there is considerable contact be- 
ween the individual actors and the 
hurch. Some have taken instructions 
nd have been confirmed in the church. 
ome who were already Lutheran have 
nade this their church home. Others, 
till searching, find food for thought 
nd growth in attending regular Sun- 
‘ay services. . 

This is only one indication of Grace- 
t. Paul’s interest in the theatre. Pick 
p any of their church bulletins and 
Ou are sure to see other signs. Per- 
aps it’s the Adult League attending a 
rey play. Perhaps it’s the Sem- 


inary Choir from Mount Airy coming 
into the chancel to perform its version 
of a Medieval Nativity Play. Perhaps 
it’s Pastor Dinkel and one of the ac- 
tors of his church doing a dialogue 
sermon. Wherever you turn you can 
see that the once estranged Church and 
theatre have become happily recon- 
ciled, at least in this parish. 

It would be difficult to measure the 
impact of this congregation on the 
dozens of young Lutheran people who 
have come into New York City seeking 
a career in the theatre and finding 
hope, encouragement, and comfort in 
Grace-St. Paul’s. It is a congregation 
that not only does not discourage their 
interest in the theatre but actively en- 
courages it by a demonstrated concern 
for the theatre and the Church. 


This feature should remind us of two some- 
times forgotten facts it would be good to dis- 
cuss in league: the role of drama for worship 
and education in the Church, and the mean- 
ing of Christian Vocation. Many dramas have 
biblical or Church-historical themes (for in- 
stance, Shaw’s “St. Joan’’, the opera ‘““Amahl 
and the Night Visitors.’”), Others present im- 
portant social and political themes significant 
for all Christians. (see page 45 of this issue). 
Friendship Press prints good plays for young 
people your league might use effectively. 
(write LLA for catalog) Use indices of 
LUTHER LIFE to find other dramas. What is 
the Vocation of the chorus girl mentioned in 
the article? Can you be an actor and still 
be a Christian? Do you think drama in the 
Church is “sinful? Why do you think many 
church people forbade 
drama in any connection with the Church? 
Is it the Church’s job to reach out to the 
theatre crowd? 
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what is “Youth missions 2" 


by Judy McWilliam: 


Chairman LLA Missions Divisior 


ASS once said, ‘“There’s nothing new under the sun”, and many 
heads nodded in agreement. Even today the statement is heard anc 
accepted ; witness some of yout friends—maybe you, too—who ar 

“bored” or “seeking a thrill” or saying “Let’s do something differen 
for a change’. 

Another gentleman has said, ‘All generalizations are false’; there 
fore, there must be something new under the sun. And there is! We o: 
LLA are proud to announce the arrival of a new addition to our family 
of service projects: its name, Youth Missions. Never heard of it before. 
Well, not many people have; it’s less than a year old! 

The idea for Youth Missions developed from conversations betweer 
Dr. Donald Houser of the Board of American Missions and LLA As 
sociate Secretary Arthur Bauer. Dr. Houser was concerned about the 
need of many of our ULCA Churches for trained workers to help then 
with tasks they could not easily undertake on their own. To Pasto: 
Bauer this sounded like an excellent opportunity for Luther Leaguer: 
to volunteer their services and prove that they could be a helping hanc 
and a working arm of the Church. 

As a result, an experimental program was set up by BAM and LLA 
this past summer in which teams of leaguers worked in eight missior 
congregations undertaking different tasks in each one. 

The experiment was a success; Youth Missions is now becoming é 
permanent part of our summer program. LLA has something ‘‘new unde! 
the sun” and it is proud to tell the world—and all leaguers—about it! 

WHO? Youth Missions involves Luther Leaguers who are high 
school graduates (one year of college is preferred). They are youns 
people who have had wide experience in Luther League work; so far 
all the Missioners have been former Caravaners. You may become a Mis 
sioner only on invitation of LLA, although you may indicate to then 
your willingness to serve. 

Once chosen, Missioners prepare for their work through a series ° 
required readings in the spring and briefing sessions in June. They ar: 
grouped in teams of four before briefing sessions so they may correspon 
with each other, build up team spirit, and make some contact with th 
various churches in which they will work. 

WHAT? The activities of Youth Missioners are many and varie 
They may teach Vacation Church School with classes as small as six or a 
large as forty. Their responsibilities may range from assistant teacher t 


department superintendent. In most congregations they spend part of 
their time in youth work. Often leagues are already functioning and 
need help in strengthening their programs and developing leadership. In 
other cases Missioners must start from scratch and initiate plans for a 
league. 

Another task is specialized work among teenagers. This may involve 
leading interest groups on music or drama, working in a Youth Canteen, 
or taking young people on field trips. It definitely involves becoming 
friends with those young people and offering them understanding and 
guidance. 

Sunday mornings are usually busy. Missioners may be called upon 
to teach Sunday School, read the liturgy, or even speak at the service. 

Much of the Missioners’ time is spent in surveying. Surrounding 
most of the churches in which they work are vast building developments. 
People moving into these developments need to be welcomed and invited 
to church. This is a time-consuming but necessary task. Youth Missioners 
undertake it and encourage young people of the congregation to learn 
surveying techniques so they may continue the work after Missioners 
leave. Included here, also, are evangelistic calls upon prospective mem- 
bers of the church or of the Luther League. 


og eee aces 


Ce 5 a a 1 
Youth missioners confer with Dr. Donald Houser, Executive Secretary of 
BAM before starting their work in the field. 


| Work projects are not outside the realm of Missioner activity. They 
‘may be called upon to lead a clean-up project on the church property, 
paint an activity center, or build an outdoor chapel. In addition to all 
ithese activities, they may be asked to speak to the ULCW, meet with 
ithe Church Council, or lead a discussion on ‘Parents’ Night’. In fact, 
they may end up doing most anything—if it really needs to be done! 

WHEN? Youth Missioning must take place in the summer; school 
commitments make any other time impossible. Each stop on the itinerary 
lasts approximately two weeks, although shorter or longer stops may be 
planned i/ they would be more beneficial. 
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A Vacation Church School in the slums 
of New York. ; 


Vacation Church 
School held over a 
barn in a new sub- 
urban mission. 


WHERE? Missioning is done wherever there is a need or request. 
All the churches served thus far have been under support of BAM. These 
represent basically two types. One is the ‘‘new’’ church growing up in a 
new community; it may not have a building of its own yet. The congre- 
gation itself is young. There aren’t many teenagers to work with here, 
but the Vacation Church School is almost always crowded. Surveying is 
one of the most urgent tasks in these situations. 


Painting in a com- 
munity center with 
some of the neigh- 
2orhood boys. 


The second type is quite different. It is a city church located in a 
ong-established community which has seen many changes. Its original 
nembership has moved to other parts of the city, and new and different 
ttoups of people have moved into the neighborhood. Some of these 
\hurches have moved out with their members; some have simply closed 
heir doors; others have stayed to serve the people in their community. 
it is with this last group that we are concerned. They are developing 
‘rograms to meet the special needs of the people around them. In most 
astances this involves programs of integration since the people moving 
4 usually include Negroes, Puerto Ricans, and Orientals. 

In churches such as these there is need for a survey of the com- 
qunity, for teachers of Vacation Church School, for workers in special 
outh activities, and for leadership training. Most of these people are 
‘ew at church work and need to be given guidance so they may lead their 
‘wn program and develop a pride in their new church. 

In some respects Youth Missions reminds us of our other two service 
rojects. Not only does it resemble Work Camping through the projects 
ndertaken at some churches, but also through the education it gives in 


25 


26 


some of the problems of modern society. The mechanics of Youth Mis- 
sioning are much the same as Caravaning: training period, team work, 
traveling and housing arrangements, etc. But you can also detect many dif- 
ferences. One Missioner has made the comment that ‘‘Caravaners work | 
from sun to sun, but Youth Missioners’ work is never done’! Although 
many Caravaners might be willing to argue this point, a glance at the activ- 
ities of a Youth Missioner will show that there are certainly more ways 
in which he can be kept occupied. More than any other activity of LLA, 
Youth Missioning is an avenue of service to the whole church since it 
includes all phases of congregational life. 


That should about do it for Youth Missioning. You know all the 
necessary facts now; and you will be hearing progress reports every now 
and then. Maybe I should write ‘‘finis” and put the typewriter away. But 
I feel as if I’ve left something important out, and I’m not quite sure 
how to put it in. In some manner I want you to know how it feels to 
be a Youth Missioner. But how do you put into words the joy of some 
sixth-graders who have just surprised you with a special party in your 
honor, or the awareness that your very actions are influencing a per- 
son’s whole attitude toward Christianity, or the satisfaction of seeing 
one of the families you surveyed come to church—and stay? 

Perhaps if you could read the letters that have come since this sum- 
mer you would understand. One told of nearly 100 members being taken 
into one of the new missions. Another told of a league that had followed 
some of the Missioners’ suggestions and whose attendance was picking 
up as a result. One girl wrote, “Please come back and teach us another 
play”; and a second asked, “What should I do; the boys and girls in 
my school take dope?” The summer is over; but the Missioners’ work is 
still not finished. 


Eight people have been Youth Missioners so far. They have viewed 
the world from city streets facing old tenement buildings and muddy 
roads in new housing developments. They have seen the need for the 
Church’s ministry in the eyes and words of many people—Puerto Ricans, 
children, Negroes, the unchurched. They have been forced to reevaluate 
their personal opinions, their Christian faith, and their plans for the 
future. 


Youth Missions 7s something new under the LLA sun. It is an 
avenue which young people can travel if they wish to serve others; 
if they want to look at the world from a different perspective than they've 
ever seen it before, if they are willing to tackle some of the biggest 
tasks of the Church today, if they are ready to give without reward, and 
if they dare to have their own plans tossed aside and their very lives 
changed. It is an opportunity to serve the Church and the Lord, and at 
the same time grow in wisdom and grace and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. a 


If movie producer Jerry 


by 


Wald were hunting material J. B. Bedenbaugh 


for a sequel to Peyton Place, 


he could turn to a short story 
about two Jewish men and a girl named Susanna written 
in Palestine sometime during the last two centuries before 
the birth of our Lord. The name of the story is Susanna, 
and it is one of a number of books that are not recognized 
by our church as Holy 


Scripture, but have had 


WHAT 
IS THE 


widespread influence in 


the lives of Christians. 


APOCRYPHA? 


One verse in another of these books is partly responsible for the history- 
making voyage of Christopher Columbus. Columbus’ library included an essay 
on geography which put forth the idea that only one-seventh of the earth’s 
surface was covered by water. The conclusion was drawn that the body of water 
between Europe’s west coast and Asia’s east coast must be narrow. This led to 
the notion that, when the wind was right, it would be an easy matter to sail 
from continent to continent. The whole proposition drew support from an 
ancient book known as IJ Esdras, which comments on God’s work of creation: 
“On the third day thou didst command the waters to be gathered together in 
the seventh part of the earth; six parts thou didst dry up and keep so that 
some of them might be planted and cultivated and be of service before thee” 
(6:42). This verse helped Columbus get much-needed support from a skeptical 
and reluctant throne. 

Susanna and II Esdras are two books of the “Apocrypha” which are 
found in some English Bibles between the Old and New Testaments. “Apocry- 
pha” is a Greek word meaning “hidden away’. (“Apoctypha’” is the plural 
of “‘apocryphon’’.) Depending upon who is using the word, “apocrypha” may 
mean that the books were hidden because of the idea that it was dangerous 
to read them or because the books were held to be too holy for the ignorant 
to read. 

The books that are usually grouped together as The Apocrypha were 
written in the period 200 B.C.-100 A.D. They are: I Esdras, II Esdras, Tobit, 
Judith, Additions to Esther, The Wisdom of Solomon, Ecclesiasticus, Baruch, 
The Letter of Jeremiah, The Prayer of Azariah and the Song of the Three Y oung 
Men, Susanna, Bel and the Dragon, The Prayer of Manasseh, I Maccabees, II 
Maccabees. The word “‘apoctypha” may be used more broadly to refer to many 
other books in addition to these, but “Te Apocrypha’ means the fifteen books 
in our list. (The number is given as fourteen when Baruch and The Letter of 
Jeremiah are put together as one book.) 


Wine, Women, and Kings 
Darius, the Persian king, gave a big party for the eggheads in his empire. 
As the hours wore on, three of Darius’ guardsmen entertained themselves by 
debating the question, What is the strongest thing in the world? The debaters 


All quotations from The Apocrypha come from the Revised Standard Version, 


published by Nelson in 1957. 
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COMING THIS MONTH! 


New! Guide for League Service Projects 
New! Guide for Missions Secretaries 
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seemed to think that the winner would be rewarded by the king. Each man wrote 
his opinion on a piece of paper. Each piece of paper was sealed and placed 
under the king’s pillow. The first contestant wrote: “Wine is strongest.” The 
second wrote: “The king is strongest.” The third wrote: ‘Women are strongest, 
but truth is victor over all things.” When the king awoke, the three guardsmen 
defended their propositions in the council chamber before all the state officials. 
The first soldier spoke of the various things wine can make men (even kings) 
do. He concluded: “Gentlemen, is not wine the strongest, since it forces men 
to do these things?’’ The second soldier spoke of the king’s unlimited power 
over his subjects and concluded: “Gentlemen, why is not the king the strongest 
since he is obeyed in this fashion ?”” Zerubbabel, the third speaker, admitted the 
strength of wine and the king, He went on to show that women give birth to 
kings and the men who keep vineyards which give grapes for wine. His speech 
took a different turn when he apparently left women and talked about truth. 
He concluded: “All men approve her deeds, and there is nothing unrighteous 
in her judgment. To her belongs the strength and the kingship and the power 
and the majesty of all the ages. Blessed be the God of Truth!” The people 
broke out in eines and loudly declared, ‘Great is truth, and strongest of all!” 
Darius declared Zerubbabel the winner and rewarded him by granting permis- 
sion to the Jews to return to their homeland and rebuild their temple. 

This episode is a part of I Esdras, so named because of its large use of the 
Book of Ezra in the Old Testament. (The Greek form of “Ezra” is ‘‘Esdras’’.) 
I Esdras is largely an account of events related in three Old Testament books: 
II Chornicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah. 


ll Esdras in the Elbe 

The apocryphal book that is often credited with giving the modern reader 
the greatest difficulty so baffled Luther that he is thought to have thrown a 
copy of it into the Elbe River. This is IJ Esdras, an apocalypse. Apocalypse, a 
type of writing that flourished during the time The Apocrypha was written, is 
found in the New Testament especially in the Book of Revelation. 

The question that bothered the author of IJ Esdras was God’s dealings 
with men. He asked: “Is there any justice in God’s ways with His people?’ 
The student of the Bible will not tarry long with the attempt to answer this 
question in IJ Esdras. He will find a much more adequate approach to the 
question in the Book of Job and in Paul’s Letter to the Romans. 


The Oldest Book 
About 200 B.C., an unknown writer put together a story about a man 
who was blinded by droppings from sparrows. This is Tobit, the oldest book of 
(he Apocrypha. Luther described Tobit as ‘‘a truly beautiful, wholesome, and 
orofitable fiction, the work of a gifted poet’. 
The story pictures the home life of the Jews after their return from exile 
in Babylon. The various family relationships are filled with love and grace. 
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This is not, however, the main point of the book. Its most important teaching 
is that God allows misfortune to come into the lives of His children, but He 
cares for them in a special way when they suffer and gives them “a happy issue 
out of their afflictions’. 

Tobias, Tobit’s son, desires the hand of a certain Sarah in marriage even 
though he knows that her seven previous husbands have died before the con- 
summation of the marriage. Tobias proposes marriage. While Sarah’s mother 
prepares for the wedding, her father digs a grave for Tobias! The Latin version 
of the story tells how Tobias and Sarah devoted the first three nights of their 
marriage to prayer and delayed wedlock until the fourth night. In the Middle 
Ages, this was considered the ideal way to begin a Christian marriage. 

There is an old minister's manual that directs the minister to use passages 
from the Old and New Testaments in the marriage ceremony and to tell the 
story of Tobit. “Even though this is an Apocryphal book and is not counted 
among the books of Holy Scripture, still it presents a beautiful lesson which 
strengthens the pious and God-fearing in the faith, especially as regards mar- 
riage, and in all trials and troubles it leads one in the hope that God will 
bring things to a joyful end.” 


Judith and Jael 

‘Judith’ means “a Jewess’”. The Jewess who is the heroine of the apoc- 
ryphal book was a widow of great beauty and deep piety. 

The story of Judith has two parts: the war of the Jews with the Assyrians 
and the deliverance which Judith brought about. 

Like Jael who drove a tent peg through the head of Sisera (Judges 4:5), 
Judith knew how to handle her enemies. Holofernes, commander-in-chief of 
the enemy army, was drunk and lay asleep in bed. After quiet prayer for 
divine strengthening, Judith went to Holofernes’ bed. She took his sword and 
grabbed his hair. With the mighty stroke of the sword, she separated his head 
from his body. She then placed the bloody head in her food bag and walked 
away. 
The story of Judith shows how religion and patriotic devotion to the 
welfare of the nation were welded together in the life of the ancient Jews. 
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Judith gave strict obedience to the Law of Moses and she knew how to handle a 
dangerous situation with skill and courage. 


Additions to Esther 

In the King James Version of the Bible, which originally included The 
Apocrypha, the title of this section is: “The Rest of the Chapters of the Book 
of Esther which are found neither in the Hebrew nor in the Chaldee’’. 

There are six of these ‘‘additions”’ with a total of 107 verses. In the Old 
Testament book of Esther, Israel’s God is never mentioned. There are refer- 
ences to Him in five of the six apocryphal ‘‘additions”. He is described as all- 
knowing, all-powerful, righteous, holy, the redeemer, the God of Abraham 
who chose Israel, the only true God. 


“Wisdom” in the Apocrypha 
After the return of the Jews from their exile in Babylon in the sixth 
century B.C., the “wisdom literature” of the Old Testament was brought to 
its highest development. Job, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes are three Old Testa- 
ment books of “wisdom literature”. In The Apocrypha, this type of literature 
is found in The Wisdom of Solomon and Ecclesiasticus. 
In The Wisdom of Solomon, ‘wisdom’ is described as a person. ‘‘Wis- 
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dom” is the “‘fashioner of all things’. “In her there is a spirit that is intelli- 
gent, holy, unique, manifold, subtle, mobile, clear, unpolluted, distinct, invul- 
nerable, loving the good, keen, irresistible, beneficent, humane, steadfast, sure, 
free from anxiety, all-power, overseeing all, and penetrating through all spirits 
that are intelligent and pure and most subtle” (7:22,23). 


The Longest Book 

One of the most important of the apocryphal books and the longest of 
them all is The Wisdom of Jesus Ben Sirach (Jesus the Son of Sirach). This is 
the only book in The Apocrypha whose author we know by name. The book is 
more commonly known as Ecclesiasticus, which likely means “The Church Book”. 
It probably got this name because it was the longest and the most important 
of the books sometimes read in church and yet not recognized as Holy Scripture. 

Ecclesiasticus bases its description of wisdom on Job 28 and Proverbs 
8:22-31. Wisdom is described as ‘‘with the Lord for ever’, ‘‘created before all 
things’, unsearchable, and universal. 

The book pictures for us the Judaism of Palestine in the second century 
B.C. There are principles for the direction of life in all its ups and downs. 

On evil wives Ben Sirach declares: “I would rather dwell with a lion 
and a dragon than dwell with an evil wife. The wickedness of a wife changes 
her appearance, and darkens her face like that of a bear. Her husband takes his 
meals among the neighbors, and he cannot help sighing bitterly. Any iniquity 
is insignificant compared to a wife’s iniquity; may a sinner’s lot befall her! . 
From a woman sin had its beginning, and because of her we all die.” (25:16- 
19, 24). 

The author of Ecclestasticus is no rabid woman-hater, and he describes a 
good wife as a “great blessing’: ‘““Happy is the husband of a good wife; the 
number of his days will be doubled. A loyal wife rejoices her husband, and 
he will complete his years in peace.” (26:1,2). 

Ben Sirach may have flunked child psychology if he had had a course in 
this study! He recommends a hardy thrashing: ‘““He who loves his son will 
whip him often, in order that he may rejoice at the way he turns out’’ (30:1). 


A Book by a Secretary? 

The only book of The Apocrypha which is patterned after the model of 
the Old Testament books of prophecy has attached to it the name of Baruch, 
Jeremiah’s disciple and secretary. Truth is that the book was likely written by 
at least two authors, and Baruch may have had nothing to do with it. 

A dauntless faith in God runs through the book. National calamity has 
befallen the Jews. They are to recognize God’s justice in His dealings with His 
people and adjust themselves to their new situation. Hope for the future is 
seen in the promised restoration of the people to their homeland. 


Scarecrows in Cucumber Beds 


The Letter of Jeremiah is a passionate sermon against idolatry. Sometimes 
it is printed as the last chapter of Baruch. Because it has little actual connec- 
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tion with Baruch, sometimes it is given as a separate book (as in the Revised 
Standard Version of The Apocrypha). 

The text for this sermon is Jeremiah 10:11: “Thus shall you say to them: 
‘The gods who did not make the heavens’ and the earth shall perish from the 
earth and from under the heavens.’” Eleven times the author repeats a refrain 
which says in essence: “Idols are no gods at all.” They are “like a scare- 
crow in a cucumber bed, that guards nothing”. They are “‘like a thorn bush in 
a garden on which every bird sits; or like a dead body cast out in the darkness’. 
“By the purple and linen that rot upon them you will know that they are not 
gods.’ (verses 70-72). 


In The Fiery Furnace 

Ancient versions of the Old Testament book of Daniel in the Greek 
and Latin languages have a number of “additions’’ to Daniel which are not 
included in the original Hebrew and Aramaic text. Three books of The Apoc- 
typha are among these “additions”: The Prayer of Azariah and the Song of the 
Three Young Men, Susanna, and Bel and the Dragon. 

“Azariah” is the Hebrew name of Abednego, who was one of the three 
Jews thrown into a fiery furnace when they refused to bow down to a golden 
image set up by the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar. (See Daniel 3.) In the 
midst of the fire, Abednego is reported to have offered a prayer. He does not 
ask God to save him from the flames. He gives God great praise, confesses the 
sins of his people, and prays that the nation may be delivered. 

The fire gets hotter and the three young men sing a hymn of praise to God. 
Their hymn is sometimes sung or read by Lutherans in the twentieth century. 
A part of the hymn is the Benedicite given as Canticle Number 5 in the Service 
Book and Hymnal. (See SBH, p. 215.) The hymns calls all of God's creatures 
to worship Him. A solemn dignity is achieved by the use of the refrains, ‘‘to 
be praised and highly exalted for ever’ (which is repeated six times with 
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slight variations) and “Sing praise to him and highly exalt him for ever” 
(which is repeated thirty-two times). 


A Lamb Between Two Wolves 

At the beginning of Dorothy Sayers’ Omnibus of Crime, a collection of 
mystery stories, there are two books from The Apocrypha: Susanna and Bel 
and the Dragon. The first of these is a story about Susanna, a woman whose 
name means “‘a lily”. Professor Metzger of Princeton calls Susanna “one of the 
best short stories in the world’s literature’. 

Susanna was a beautiful woman, the wife of a leading Jewish citizen ip 
Babylon. To the home of Susanna and her husband Jewish elders and judge 
came very frequently. Two of these Jewish leaders were filled with passionate 
desire for Susanna, and one day while she was bathing in her garden, they 
made advances on her. They threatened that, if she did not submit to them, 
they would testify that they had discovered her in the arms of a lover. Susanna 
refused and cried for help. The judges also yelled and gave their false report, 
adding that the young man whom they had found with Susanna had escaped. 
Susanna was tried and on the strength of the testimony of two witnesses she 
was sentenced to death. 

Susanna was led away for execution, but a young man named Daniel re- 
fused to take part in the stoning. Since the stoning had to be done by the 
whole community, there was a stay of execution. Daniel asked that the wit- 
nesses be separated far from each other so that he might examine them sepa- 
rately. Of each witness he asked this question: “Under what tree did you see 
them being intimate with each other?’ One of the judges answered: “Under 
a mastic tree’; and the other said: “Under an evergreen oak’. The judges 
were then seen to be false witnesses and were sentenced to death. 

Susanna is a satire upon the false administration of justice. (For the law: 
governing the situation, see Leviticus 24, especially verse 14.) Susanna alsc 
shows how God can raise up a young man of truth to speak out against the 
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corruption of the aged. (Quite a new twist in our day when the prominence 
of adult delinquency is forgotten by adults who are often lamenting juvenile 
delinquency! ) 

Susanna’s chastity speaks a much-needed word. This point is beautifully 
expounded by Chrysostom, church father of the fourth and fifth centuries: 
“Susanna stood as a lamb between two wolves. She was left alone between 
these two beasts, with no one to help her but God alone. He looked down 
from heaven, and suffered the dispute to make clear both the chastity of Sus- 
anna and the wickedness of the elders; so that she might become a glorious 
example to women of all times. Susanna endured a severe fight, more severe 
aan that of Joseph. He, a man, contended with one woman; but Susanna, a 
woman, had to contend with two men, and was a spectacle to men and to angels. 
The slander against her fidelity to her marriage-vow, the fear of death, her con- 
demnation by all people, the abhorrence of her husband and relations, the 
tears of her servants, the grief of all her household—she foresaw all this, and 
yet nothing could shake her fortitude.” 


One of the World’s Oldest Detective Stories 

Bel and the Dragon consists of two very short stories designed to poke 
ridicule at the worship of idols. 

Daniel, “the most honored” of all the king’s friends, refused to bow down 
and worship Bel, a Babylonian idol reverenced even by the king himself. 
The king was concerned to know why Daniel refused to worship the idol. 
Daniel answered: “Because I do not revere man-made idols, but the living God, 
who created heaven and earth and has dominion over all flesh.” The king tried 
to convince Daniel of Bel’s greatness by reminding him of the tremendous 
amount of food that the idol consumed each day. At this Daniel laughed be- 
cause he realized that the idol was clay inside and brass outside and could eat 
end drink nothing. The king became angry and placed an ultimatum before 
his priests. Death was to be pronounced upon them if they did not tell the 
king who ate the food placed before Bel. Daniel’s life was to be taken if they 
could prove that Bel really did consume the food. 

The king placed food before Bel, and securely locked the room. In the 
night the king’s seventy priests, their wives, and their children entered the 
room through the secret doors which they had been using before, and they are 
the food placed before Bel. They left, not knowing that Daniel had placed 
ashes on the floor. When the king saw the footprints the next day, he angrily 
admitted that Bel was a fake. The priests, their wives, and their children were 
put to death, and Bel was given over to Daniel, who destroyed the idol and 
its temple. 

The Babylonians also worshiped a dragon which the king ordered Daniel 
to worship as a living god. Daniel answered: “I will worship the Lord my God, 
for he is the living God. But if you, O king, will give me permission, I will 
slay the dragon without sword or club.” Permission was granted, and Daniel 
fed the dragon cakes of pitch, fat, and hair. The dragon burst open. The 
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people became angry with the king for destroying Bel, the dragon, and the 
priests; and they demanded the life of Daniel. Daniel was thrown into the 
lions’ den, but he was delivered. 


Prayer of a Bad Man 

For fifty-five years Manasseh proved himself a real stinker as the king 
of Judah. 2 Kings 21 and 2 Chronicles 33 in the Old Testament show how 
“far out” this ruler was. In the house of the Lord he built altars to false 
gods. He seems to have practiced child sacrifice. ““Manasseh seduced them to 
do that which is evil more than did the nations whom the Lord destroyed be- 
fore the children of Israel’ (II Kings 21:9). In spite of all his wickedness, 
Manasseh learned how to pray (II Chronicles 33:12,13). An ancient para- 
phrase of II Chronicles 33 tells how “the Chaldeans made a copper mule, and 
pierced it all over with little holes, and shut him (Manasseh up therein, and 
kindled fire all around him. And when he was in straits, he besought help 
of all the idols which he had made, and was not helped, because they were 
worthless. And he turned, and prayed before the Lord his God, and humbled 
himself exceedingly before the Lord, the God of his fathers . . .” 

One of the books in The Apocrypha is entitled The Prayer of Manasseh, 
and may have been intended to be taken as the prayer that Manasseh offered 
in the situation recorded in II Chronicles 33:11,12. 

The prayer is one of the finest things in The Apocrypha, for it sets forth 
God’s mercies which are available even to the worst of sinners when they come 
to Him in penitence. There are three main movements in the prayer: (1) God's 
greatness and splendor are acknowledged; (2) Sins “more in number than 
the sand of the sea” are confessed; and (3) Forgiveness is sought. 


The Hammerers 

The last two books of The Apocrypha are I and II Maccabees. Samuel 
Taylor Coleridge once said of the story of the Maccabees that it was inspiring 
enough to be inspired. The leading character in the story is Judas Maccabeus. 
‘“Maccabeus”’, a word that likely means “the hammerer’”’, was a title that Judas 
was given for his valiant warfare against the enemies of his people. The title 
was also given to other Jewish leaders of the time. 

I and II Maccabees are an account of the Jews’ struggle for freedom in 
the second century B.C. The two books show differing points of view, but 
they cover largely the same period of history. The events in I Maccabees took 
place from 175 B.C. to 134 B.C. II Maccabees covers events from 175 B.C. 
to 160 B.C. The author of I Maccabees wrote a simple and rather straightfor- 
ward account which gave glory to Israel and her Maccabean leaders. The author 
of II Maccabees wrote his book in such a way as to show how superior Judaism 
was to paganism. 

Antiochus, whose reign began in 175 B.C., was a ruler who tried to instill 
Greek culture in his peoples. His purpose was to unify those over whom he 
ruled. Antiochus called himself ‘“Epiphanes” which means “manifest”. He | 
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felt that he was a god who was manifest in flesh. His enemies did not call 
him Antiochus Epiphanes. They named him Antiochus Epimanes, which means 
Antiochus the Madman! 

To spread Greek culture Antiochus erected pagan shrines all over his 
territory and he brought heathen customs even into Jerusalem. In 167 B.C., 
Antiochus’ cohorts profaned the temple in Jerusalem by offering the flesh of 
hogs as a sacrifice to the pagan god Zeus. Antiochus went farther and ordered 
the death penalty for anyone who observed the Sabbath, circumcised boys, or 
possessed a copy of the Jewish Law. His purpose was to do away with the 
Jewish religion. Antiochus was defied by the Maccabees who took a courageous 
stand for their faith. The heroism of the Maccabees is recalled each year by 
the Jews as they celebrate the festival of Hanukkah, sometimes called the feast 
of dedication or the feast of lights. 

The history of the Christian church has been touched by the stories of 
the suffering martyrs in II Maccabees. When the early Christians suffered perse- 
cution, they were sometimes reminded of the suffering of the Jewish martyrs. 
Gregory of Nazianzus, the church father of the fourth century, cried: “If they 
suffered so bravely before Christ’s coming, what would they not have done, 
had they lived after him, and had the death of Christ for their example!’ Of 
these martyrs Augustine said: “They could not confess Christ openly, for the 
name of Christ was not yet revealed; yet they died for the name of Christ 
veiled in the Law; for what is the Old Testament but the New Testament 
veiled; what is the New Testament but the Old Testament revealed?” 


The Apocrypha and Bible Study 

There is an historical gap between the latest events of the Old Testament 
and the earliest events of the New Testament. The apocryphal books are valu- 
able sources of information about life and times between the testaments. 

The drama of the New Testament was cast on the stage of first century 
Palestine. The Apocrypha may give us help in understanding the props and 
the backdrop on that stage. 

Some of the New Testament writers show familiarity with some of the 
apocryphal books. The use of a word or an idea in the New Testament is 
‘sometimes made more vivid if we look at this word or idea in The Apocrypha. 

How, then, can we say that these books are valuable but are not recognized 
by our church as Scripture? Martin Luther in his ‘Preface to the Epistles of 
Saint James and Saint Jude’’ declares: “All the genuine sacred books agree in 
this, that all of them preach Christ and deal with Him. That is the true test, 
by which to judge all books, when we see whether they deal with Christ or not, 
since all the Scriptures show us Christ (Romans 3), and St. Paul will know 
nothing but Christ (I Corinthians 15). What does not teach Christ is not 
apostolic, even though St. Peter or Paul taught it; again, what preaches Christ 
would be apostolic, even though Judas, Annas, Pilate and Herod did it.” 

Do the books of The Apocrypha “preach Christ and deal with Him’ ? 
Read them and you will see. 
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WORSHIP AIDS 


Appropriate hymns are the ones that emphasize the Lord Jesus Christ as the Living 
Word of God; for example, “O Word of God Incarnate” and ‘Father of Mercies, in Thy Word’. 
A suitable Scripture lesson is I! Timothy 3:10-1-17. The prayer should seek the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit in the study of the Bible. 


STUDY HELPS 
1. Compare the following passages in the New Testament and The Apocrypha and 
try to determine whether the writers of the New Testament have “baptized into Christ’ 
certain words from The Apocrypha: 


Romans 1:20-23 Wisdom of Solomon 13:1, 5, 8; 12:24 

Romans 1:26, 29-31 Wisdom of Solomon 14:24-27 

Romans 9:20 Wisdom of Solomon 12:12 

Romans 9:21 Wisdom of Solomon 15:7 

Romans 9:22, 23 Wisdom of Solomon 12:20 

James 1:19 Ecclesiasticus 5:11 

James 3 Ecclesiasticus 19:6-12; 20:5-7, 17-19; 25:5-10; 28:13-26 
James 1:13 Ecclesiasticus 15:11f. 

James 1:5 Ecclesiasticus 18:15 

James 5:3 Ecclesiasticus 12:11; 29:9-10 


2. Perhaps the best short manual for the study of The Apocrypha is Bruce Metzger’s 
An Introduction to the Apocrypha (New York: Oxford University Press 1957). Here may be 
found quotations of outstanding passages, summaries of leading ideas, and illustrations of 
the influence of The Apocrypha in history. Since the author of this article has made extensive 
use of Metzger’s materials, the program leader will find it easy to use this book in connection 
with the article printed here. 


3. For a much briefer treatment, Edgar J. Goodspeed’s The Story of the Apocrypha 
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 1939) may be recommended. For a comprehensive 
treatment, the reader should consult Robert H. Pfeiffer’s History of New Testament Times with 
an Introduction to the Apocrypha (New York: Harper and Brothers Publishers. 1949). 


4. A summary of the history of the period may be found in Norman H. Snaith’s The 
Jews from Cyrus to Herod (New York: Abingdon Press. n.d.). 

5. Any discussion of The Apocrypha leads naturally into the doctrine of the Word of God. 
A statement on this doctrine was made by the United Lutheran Church in America at its Balti- 
more convention in 1938. Your pastor will be able to show you a copy of the Baltimore 
Declaration. 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. In the light of Luther's ‘Preface to the Epistles of Saint James and Saint Jude”, what 
is the difference between the fundamentalists’ view of Scripture and the doctrine of conserva- 
tive Lutheranism? 

2.1n its Baltimore Declaration, the United Lutheran Church made this statement: “We 
believe that the canonical Scriptures of the Old Testament have been sanctioned by the Lord 
Jesus Himself and His apostles. We also believe that the Scriptures of the New Testament were 
accepted as canonical by the Christian Church under the guidance of the same Spirit of 
Truth of whom the Lord Jesus said to His disciples, ‘He shall guide you into all truth.’ “” What 
implications has a statement like this for our study of the Old and New Testaments? What 


bearing has it upon The Apocrypha? ae he | 
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BS a very hot afternoon in the 
4 middle of Old Cairo, and a per- 
fect stranger has just asked you into 
his home for coffee. Would you ac- 
cept? Well, it isn’t every day that you 
get such a chance to meet Egypt face 
to face, nor that your companion 
speaks both English and Arabic—so 
we found ourselves ushered into a 
small, delightfully cool parlor and in- 
troduced to our first taste of famous 
Middle-East hospitality, and to my 
first of many meetings with Egyptian 
students and the student’s-eye view of 
that puzzling and controversial crea- 
ture—The American. 

Things got off to a rather bumpy 
start. Our host’s first comment was: 
“Americans and Egyptians don’t get 
along very well, do they!” (We 
braced ourselves for a rough ride.) 
Hot on the heels of this came “My 
son is an engineering student at the 
University; when he graduates, he 
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wants to go to the United States to 
work!” (Son had just entered and 
beamed approval.) 

Now this may sound like our host 
was (1) being insincere, (2) trying 
to make an impression, (3) the victim 
of a bad job of translation. Actually, 
none apply; he was merely reflecting 
the interesting mixture of “Hate 
American, like America policy’ that 
I found throughout the U.A.R.— 
Egypt and Syria. Nobody brings this 
out more clearly than the typical teen- 
age student. The United States has 
traditionally been the ‘land of dreams’ 
to them; but the political entangle- 
ments of the last few years have con- 
fused the picture and are causing them 
to ask what we’re really after. 

The Egyptians’-eye view will be 
easier to appreciate, if we know a 
little about their life, thoughts, and 
loyalties. Meet Tarek. He's a begin- 
ning law student at Cairo University, 
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being sent through school by his 
father. “Working one’s way through’ 
is not done; it is socially embarras- 
sing to have to do so. In this part of 
the world, centuries of tradition are 
making the concept of the dignity of 
labor hard to accept. But in return for 
the privilege of education, Tarek and 
his brothérs will support their parents 
as they grow older—and postpone 
marriage until they can earn enough 
to afford both responsibilities. Uni- 
versity education is a ‘must’ in every 
high-schooler’s mind; Egypt turns out 
more university graduates per year per- 
centage-wise than does the United 
States. In finding a career, you're 
stymied unless you have that degree, 
and there’s keen competition. And 
even with it, it helps to know the 
right people. Perhaps this sounds 
familiar? However, in the Middle 
East, who you know is of special value, 
and no need to blush in admitting it. 

“We want to be taught, not teach” 
sounds like a sorry explanation for the 
shortage of university teachers. Yet 
the student who said this—one of 
Tarek’s friends—was anything but a 
buck-passer. He was showing the ef- 
fects of centuries of foreign leaders 
telling the Egyptians what to do—only 
changed in the last eight years. Old 
habits of thought die hard, in spite 
of the enthusiastic national spirit of 
those like Tarek. ‘For the first time 
in centuries we're proud to be Egyp- 
tion!” New-found independence is 
heady stuff. 

Coupled with this intense national 
pride is a sense of mission; their love 
for their country is matched by deter- 
mination that she will remain free and 
grow strong. Whether we agree with 
the way they go about this is not our 
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concern here—and we should not put 
too much stock in American reporting 
of Egyptian internal affairs; both sides 
have their prejudices. But, having got- 
ten pretty tired of foreigners’ telling 
them what to do, the politically con- 
scious Egyptian youth is a little like a 
puppy who’s been chained for weeks, 
then is suddenly let loose; there’s no 
doubt about the joy he feels—nor 
about the fact that he'll make blunders 
as he learns how to live in this new 
set-up. So would we in the same situ- 
ation. 

It’s been said of Egyptians that they 
have an ‘absolute passion’ for educa- 
tion, that they are quicker and more 
intelligent than we in the West. Do 
people get this impression because— 
in contrast to the typical relaxed Amer- 
ican—the Egyptian is simmering with 
excitement and dedication to the cause 
of his country’s future? He stares 
amazed at the American student of his 
age who not only doesn’t know much 
about world affairs (let alone those of 
his own country) but who also doesn’t 
seem to think there’s any reason to 
have to know! What's more, the Egyp- 
tian has a hard time seeing our coun- 
try deserving of respect, when the 
youth—upon whom the future of any 
country depends — show so little 
thought for its problems and progress. 


How do we look? 

This leads us head-on into what the 
Egyptian thinks we are concerned 
about. If you take at face value, the 
literature handed out by the American 
government to Cairo’s citizens you'll 
find we are concerned about (1) 
owning a well-designed home, (2) 
owning a car, (3) TV, (4) handy 
supermarkets, (5) and trailing the 


list, church attendance on Sunday, as 
a testimony of how we put spiritual 
things first . . . Nowhere is concern 
for the problems of others evident. 

Arabs have long-standing feelings 
of inferiority about the West’s techni- 
cal know-how. Our constant bragging 
about how much bigger and better we 
have things than anybody else doesn’t 
make them feel more kindly toward 
us, as they struggle to develop the in- 
dustries that will make them economic- 
ally independent. As one young engi- 
neer with fire in his eye put it—“We'll 
get that dam (the Aswan) built 
whether you like it or not!” 

Nor does this stress we put on ma- 
terial possessions make much sense to 


the Egyptian student who has looked 
to America as the model example of 
the successful revolution—the land of 
the free and the home of the brave— 
where ideals rule deeds. Ask yourself 
this question: do you respect the 
church that proclaims itself as a spir- 
itual guide, but puts most of its energy 
in bazaars and organizational busyness 
instead of in the growth of Christian 
love and discipleship? Neither does 
the Egyptian feel that our govern- 
ment’s idealistic slogans are worth 
much, if the purpose of all this seems 
to be no higher than seeing that every 
citizen owns more trinkets and can 
loaf more than anybody else on the 
globe. 


GOOD STUDENTS WANTED AT 


THIEL COLLEGE 


Lutheran College of the Liberal Arts and Sciences 


WHERE? Greenville, Pennsylvania: 70 miles north of Pittsburgh; 
70 miles east of Cleveland; 60 miles south of Erie. 

WHAT IS OFFERED? 23 majors in humanities, science, busi- 
ness, and teaching; Bachelor of Arts (humanities or science 
majors), Bachelor of Education, and Bachelor of Business 


Administration. 


WHAT’S NEW OUT THERE? Some new buildings (science build- 
ing and dormitories); a distinctive “Junior Year Abroad” 
program; an old history (since 1866) but a new spirit 
of service and commitment with each new academic year; 
some interesting new ventures in music, the fine arts, 


and drama. 


CAN YOU GET IN? Only if you want to work seriously to get 
an education. You must take the Scholastic Aptitude Tests 
and the Achievement Test of the College Boards. 

WHEN SHOULD YOU APPLY? In your junior year if possible. 
We cannot accept many students who apply. We want 
only those students who really desire to study in a 
College of the Church, and who have demonstrated their 
ability to apply themselves. : 

For information, please write to 

DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS, THIEL COLLEGE 
GREENVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA 


Maybe you’ve already stamped your 
foot in indignation over this blast, 
protesting that (1) lots of us work 
mighty hard for what we've got, are 
proud of it, and aren’t planning to 
sit back and wait for that overdue 
gravy train; (2) what’s more, who was 
it that felt working through school 
was beneath them?! You have two 
good points. Remember, though, that 
this impression I described above is 
the one we’ve somehow managed to 
give them, distorted though you may 
honestly feel it is. In this crisis period, 
when a new government takes its first 
unsteady steps, its citizens look to 
those countries who have taken similar 
steps before, for guidance and encour- 
agement. It’s disillusioning, when the 
guide whose ideals you expected to 
see expressed in concern for a// men’s 
freedom is pictured as being too busy 
stashing away goodies for himself to 
pay more than superficial attention to 
the needs around him—and then only 
to gloat ‘See what I’ve got! You do 
what we tell you to do and you can 
have some too.” 

This is the picture that not just 
some of our publicity, but our tactless 
tourists as well, give to other countries 
they visit—dropping remarks like 
“Aren’t the natives quaint?” and 
“What kind of a dump is this that 
you don’t have hamburgers ?’’ as they 
go. Where in /his attitude does the 
foreigner in whose land we are guests 
see any sign of the spirit of equality 
and brotherhood? 

One political analyst of internation- 
al fame had this to say: how ironic it 
is that America is losing the battle 
for Middle-East loyalty to the Com- 
munists because, instead of appealing 
to their idealistic dreams of freedom 
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and equality—an idealism that is a 
part of America’s heritage, she bar- 
gains with material possessions. On the 
other hand, the Communists, whose 
aims we have seen ‘materialize’ so 
grimly in countries behind the Iron 
Curtain, lure converts to their cause 
by talking in terms of these very ideals 
that they deny in practice. 

And yet, despite the misunderstand- 
ing and ‘black-white’ exaggerations of 
both sides’ viewpoints, it was refresh- 
ing to hear one of the young men of 
the Students’ Association exclaim 
“Keep your souvenir-hunting tourists 
home—but send over more students!” 
In spite of the lack of knowledge and 
understanding on the part of some 
students, others take this challenge 
seriously and prepare themselves 
through study and self-evaluation be- 
fore going overseas. They visit other 
countries, not to look down their 
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noses at the ‘natives’ and throw their 
money around, but to share with them 
our hopes for better world under- 
standing. It is through these few that 
those abroad get the only first-hand 
example of our sincerity as a freedom- 
sympathetic land. 

“We have a long way to go’, mused 
Tarek as he stared into his glass of 
Coke. ‘We need help, but we distrust 
friendship with strings attached. We 
are sick of being told what to do in 
our Own country.’’ We can surely see 
the sense of that comment. And if 
you're acquainted with Mid-East his- 
tory, you'll remember that it’s been 
the West — not Russia — who has 
brought military force into the area, 
and who has failed to live up to its 
political pledges. And yet, even with- 
out firsthand experience, there’s a dis- 
trust of Communist motives (the 
Communist party is outlawed in the 
U.A.R.). The same fiery-eyed engineer 
who shouted his defiance about build- 
ing that dam in spite of us also said— 
with pleading in his voice—‘‘Why do 
you force us to have to take help from 
the Communists ?”” 

There are some Egyptians who do 
have firsthand knowledge of both our 
country and Russia. One—a youth 
leader—has spent a good bit of time 
in both countries, at youth camps and 
in traveling. When we asked if it 
might not be good (for promotion of 
friendship with the West) to send 
more youth to America and less to 
Russia (where many were then visit- 
ing), he had a surprising answer for 
us. “The best thing we could do for 
the cause of freedom here, and for 
understanding between your country 
and ours, would be to send every 
single young Egyptian to Russia for a 


few weeks. Why, you can’t possibly 
be a Communist and still have a per- 
sonality !”’ 

Do some of you have a yen to globe- 
trot? If you do, is it with the appre- 
ciation that you are a mirror to every- 
one you meet, and that they will see 
your ideals—or lack of ideals—by the 
way you think and act? What kind of 
mirror will you be? Will you reflect 
childish scorn of any way of life that 
isn’t your way of life, or will you re- 
flect the spirit of respect and concern 
for all men that our Christian faith 
demands of us, and which—multiplied 
many times—can make it possible for 
nations to live in peace with each 
other ? 


TOPIC HELPS 


Christians are citizens of the world. How 
people regard us makes a difference in the 
effectiveness of our witness to them, This, 
article is good background for a missions 
program. Your title could be “How does our 
Western background affect our Christian 
witness abroad?” This is important but not 
easily answered. Some of the questions you 
should consider are Why give foreign aid? 
Should we force our economic and political 
heritage on peoples of mission areas? How 
can you witness abroad where people dis- 
trust your government's motives? Is democ- 
racy the same as Christianity? Good re- 
source book: ‘Challenge and Decision” by 
A. Denis Baly (Seabury Press) available from 
ULPH for 65c. This gives eight real situations 
in the chaotic Middle East where Western 
Christians find themselves hard-pressed to 
witness effectively. See the New Guide for 
Missions Secretaries for missions ideas. 


SHARE 
YOUR LUTHER LIFE 


WITH A FRIEND! 


PEOPLE 


THE SETTING 


The only requirements are a table and seven chairs. The characters are presumed to 
be members of a panel, and the audience is presumed to be something in the nature of a 
civic group which has gathered in order to hear a report from the panel on the matter of 
the “Green People”. It is not necessary to have a curtain, or any other props. 


THE CAST 
THE MODERATOR: He is dressed in a business suit and is the “chairman” of the meeting itself. 
THE PASTOR: The Pastor can be of any age... dressed in clerics. He is the spokesman 


for the town. 

EDITOR: The Editor ought to correspond to traditional views of newspaper editors .. . 
nervous, cynical, wry. 

THE CHAIRLADY: This lady should be pompous and somewhat overbearing. She is the kind 
who loves organizational work. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER: She is rather willowy . . . not too bright, but very nice. 

FACTORY OWNER: He can be portly, a picture of success. He could be “smoking” a cigar. 

SOCIAL SCIENTIST: He should look like a scholar, have a briefcase, perhaps, and a learned, 
detached air. 


(All the characters are seated in their places. The Moderator rises and addresses 
the audience.) 

Moderator: This story should begin with the words “Once upon a time.” That would 
be enough to tell you that it never really happened at all. More than that, the story 
is about people who are green all over. Since you do not know people who are 
green all over, you are again assured that it never really happened. 

Understand now, these people did not simply have green eyes. Their skin was 
green and their hair was green and the green even seemed to rub off on their 
clothing. 

For a long time the Green People resided in a quiet little town called... . 
(The moderator is interrupted by the Pastor, who speaks with a touch of annoyance.) 

Pastor: You said you wouldn’t mention the name of our town. 

Moderator: But shouldn’t they know? 

Pastor: Of course not. Just say it’s an average town with average folk. The Green 
People just happened to live there with the rest of us . . . that’s all. 

Moderator: Other places didn’t have Green People? 

Pastor: I don’t know if they had them or not. If they did, they couldn’t have done more 
than we did. Why you have to make us an example before all these people is some- 
thing that I can’t understand. . 

Moderator: Not an example, exactly. Just trying to tell the story. 


Pastor: What story? Nothing to it . . . other than a classic example of the ingratitude 
of the human race. ; 
Editor: I should say . . . after all we'd done to create understanding. 


(moderator sits) , 
Pastor: He’s the editor of our local paper, and he ‘can tell you a thing or two. 


Editor: Yes . . . Why, I can remember headline after headline in my paper where we 
gave them every advantage. Wrote some of them myself. There was one . GREEN 
GIRL WINS NURSING SCHOLARSHIP” . . . and another was “KIWANIS 


ACCEPTS GREEN LAWYER AS MEMBER.” 
Moderator: That was good? ; 
Editor: Sure . . . it was news . . . and it showed that we were really in back of them 


in their struggle to get‘ahead. Of course, we had to tell the truth sometimes too... . 
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Moderator: The truth? 

Editor: Well, you know .. . those people always have been pretty wild. 

Chairlady: I should say! 

Editor: (To chairlady) Mary, are you going to get in this too? 

Moderator: (To audience) This happens to be the chairlady of the Women’s Club. 

Chairlady: (Big smile) That's right, and I used to tell the girls at the club that you 
couldn’t judge people by their skin. They might have been green, but underneath 
they were human just like the rest of us. Still I can remember some of them that 
you couldn’t trust further than you could throw them. My maid was just like that. 
I caught her snitching at my silver one day, and believe me, I sent her packing in 
a hurry. 

Pastor: Mary, tell the people what the Women’s Club did for them. 

Chairlady: (To audience) Well, we passed a resolution, for one thing, saying that we 
thought we should be able to live with one another. Then we said that we were 
willing to take them into our membership. 

Editor: That’s right . . . I made a big story out of that one. 

Moderator: (To chairlady) Did any of them apply? 

Chairlady: (To moderator) Of course not. You wouldn't expect any of them to be 
interested in the finer things, really. Oh, there was one lady who came to a meeting, 
but she didn’t come back. We never did find out her name... . 

Pastor: You know, pretty much the same thing happened in the church... . 

Moderator: The church? 

Pastor: Yes. You know, when the Green People first came to our town, nobody would 

. have anything to,do with them... . 

Moderator: And... . 

Pastor: We educated! That was all that was needed really. Education! It took a long 
time. I had to work slowly, of course, but I started a few study groups, and every 
year I preached a sermon on brotherhood, and gradually we changed. 

Editor: Lot of good it did! 

Pastor: Now Harry . . . we were sincere in what we wanted to do, even if they weren't! 
Why, we had a sign put out on the lawn, bronze, cost us over two hundred dollars, 
“THIS CHURCH IS FOR ALL PEOPLE.” The thing of it was that they just 
weren’t up to us and our way of doing things. You know . . . they still liked that 
weird Green music of their's, and I just don’t think they were able to appreciate 
our fine heritage. They were always looking for the right place in the book; and 
they never could develop a taste for the kind of dignity and the better music that 
we have in our services... . | 

Moderator: Better music? : 

Pastor: Certainly! No trash for us. Music has to be able to stand the test of time before 
we'll use it, and I have a hunch that a lot of those Green People just weren't ready 
for it. A few of them kept coming . . . the better ones, naturally . . . but mos 
most of them seemed to prefer to stay in their own, Green churches. About the onl 
place where we held on to any of them at all was in the Sunday School. 

S.S. Teacher: Oh Pastor ... they were sweet... 

Pastor: (To moderator) She’s one of our Sunday School teachers. Ask her about th 
Green People. 

Moderator: (To S. S. Teacher) Well, Miss? i, 

S.S. Teacher: Oh, I'm not sure that what I have to say really matters. I do know tha 
I never had a bit of trouble in my class . . . those Green children were just s 
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adorable. Why, many’s the time I'd say to my students that Jesus would love them 
if they were white or green . . . and so they shouldn’t mind if God made them 
Green. 

Moderator: They shouldn’t mind? 

S.S. Teacher: No! They couldn't help it . . . poor little things. 

Pastor: There, you see . . . we had the right attitude even if they didn't. 

Factory Owner: I should say we did, and I just can’t understand why they've acted the 
way they have, after all we’ve done for them. 

Moderator: (To audience) This man owns the largest factory in town. He has on 
numerous occasions declared that he will hire anybody regardless of race or color or 
cieed ans): 

Factory Owner: (To audience) And that applied to the Green People too. I'll admit 
that I was just as reluctant at first as any of the others. It takes a while to get used 
to the idea of Green ones working for you. But I changed my notions .. . and 
you know, it was kind of dramatic the way it happened. 

Pastor: Yes, tell them that story . . . the same way you told it to us back at the church. 

Factory Owner: Not much of a story, really . . . but anyway . . . This was back when 
the Green People first came to town, and I had vowed that I’d never have any of 
these Green People working for me . . . not while there were any red-blooded white 
Christians around. Well, the pastor started in saying how we ought to be loving 
these Green People, but I never paid him much mind. Then one night I was in my 
car, and it was a pretty dark night at that, and about two miles from any service 
station my left front tire springs a leak and I’ve got a flat. Well, I got out to look 
at it and as I’m bending over the wheel up comes this Green one . . . green as a 
maple tree in spring and muscles like a horse. For a minute I panicked. Generally, 
you know, | carry a gun in the glove compartment of the car, but here I was outside 
the car and I couldn't very well get in. I didn’t know if he was going to choke me 
or rob me or what. 

Moderator: And . . .? 

Factory Owner: And he didn’t do neither. He just set down beside me and started taking 
the bolts off the wheel and before I knew it he had that tire changed. My, I thought 
to myself, that’s awfully white of him. 

Moderator: White of him? 

Factory Owner: Yeah ... you know . . . decent, and all that. Well, the upshot of the 
whole thing was that I says to him, Do you have a job? and he says No . . . and I 
hired him on the spot. He made one of the best truck loaders we ever had. 

Moderator: And you hired more after him? 

Factory Owner: Oh yes. Those Green boys were wonderful for lugging things around and 
loading up cartons. Not too bright, you know . . . and if you didn’t watch them 
they’d be loafing all the time. But I gave them all the opportunities in the world, 
and I just can’t understand why they’ve done this to us. . . 

Moderator: Well maybe it... 

Social Scientist: (Loudly interrupts and speaks to Pastor) 1 thought you told me that 
you wanted me to make a speech!! ; 

Pastor: Now, George, not exactly. It’s just that we thought if you'd ve ! 

Social Scientist: I’ve been listening to all these people spout off, and if you think that I 
can just sit around and listen to a lot of stuff from people who don’t know what 
they’re talking about, well you have another think coming. I tell you, Pastor, I 
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Pastor: All right, all right. (To moderator) Look, George is our social scientist. He’s got 
a Ph.D. in the field, and he knows this whole Green problem inside and out. He can 
tell you that it wasn’t our fault. 


Moderator: Why, we'd be glad to... 


Factory Owner: Do we have to listen to him again with all those high-sounding words? 
Doesn't mean a thing anyway. It all boils down to the kind of practical common 
sense I used. 

Pastor: Of course, of course. But you've got to have education. That’s what we've got a 
social scientist for . . . so we can get educated. Isn't that right, Harry? 

Editor: Humph. Fat lot of educating he ever did! 

Social Scientist: I don’t know that I have to stand for that sort of thing. I thought I was 
an invited guest, and you’ve done nothing but insult me. (makes motions to leave) 
I've got better ways to spend my time. 

Pastor: Now, now, George, just sit back there and don’t. pay them any mind. They don’t 
really matter now anyway. (motions to audience) Tell these people out there all 
about the Green People. They’re the ones who ought to know. Maybe they'll have a 
green problem themselves someday, and they ought to know how to lick it the way 
we did. 

Social Scientist: Very well then, I'll go on. (adjusts glasses, clears throat, refers con- 
Spicuously to his notes) The first thing that must be understood regarding this matter 
of the people commonly referred to as the Green People is that this unusual and 
irregular pigmentation is actually the only distinguishing feature between them and 
the members of other races. This may come as a surprise to some of you, but 
extensive research has demonstrated this to be true. Beyond that there is no appre- 
ciable difference in regards to such matters as cranial capacity, native intelligence, 
cultural adaptability, and the like. 

On the other hand, it must be recognized that there are factors which must be 
taken into account when attempting to deal realistically with some of the problems 
which their presence seems to create. There are certain observable phenomena related 
to culture, all of which have distinctive hereditary and even environmental origins, 
which cause what’ those of us who are schooled in the social sciences like to refer to 
as intercultural clash. By the most conservative of estimates it must be admitted that 
these Green People, according to these standards, are to be adjudged generations if 
not longer in back of the rest of the forward march of our culture. Such a condition 
should elicit from us sympathy and understanding, a willingness, certainly, to adjust 
to the situations which they must present to us, and a forceful intention to work, 
side-by-side and shoulder-to-shoulder, for that which is going to eventually make 
these Green People into first-class citizens. (In very emphatic tones) My friends, 
what it means most of all is that we must learn to live with one another . . . white 
or Green ... in peace and harmony. Thank you. 

(Pastor, chairlady, Sunday school teacher applaud. Editor and factory owner scowl.) 

Pastor: George, let me thank you for saying what you did. It is true that we've all heard 
it before, but I think we needed to hear it again. Now they (motions to audience) 
know how we really feel about the Green People. (To Moderator) You know, before 
he moved, this social scientist of our’s was a real leader in the fight to see to it 
that these Green People got everything that was coming to them. 

Moderator: You moved? 

Social Scientist: Oh yes . . . the whole neighborhood turned Green. You wouldn't 


expect me to stay, would you? 
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Moderator: No, I guess not... 

Chairlady: I had to move too. It was simply awful . . . wasn't safe to be out on the 
streets at night... 

Factory Owner: You know, some of them were even dickering to buy the Robinson 
place on the hill. 

Editor: No! 

Factory Owner: That’s right. Of course, you can’t keep them out once they come, but 
that’s how far it was going. 

Editor: Well, I'll tell you this. No one knows how close we came to having a Green 
mayor! Now people can vote anyway they please, and we saw to it that they had 
every right. But the thing was getting out of hand. In another few years they'd 
have had us licked. As it was, there were two of them elected to the city council 
at the last election. 


Pastor: Oh but Harry . . . they turned out to be pretty good councilmen. Why, you'd 
hardly know they were green, the way they acted. 
Editor: You're right . . . they surprised even me. But can you imagine what it would 


be like to have a green mayor? 

Moderator: What would it be like? 

Editor: Oh, you’d have Green People all through the administration . . . sitting in back 
of desks looking real important. All the Christians would be out in the cold... 

Moderator: Weren't any of the Green People Christians? 

Pastor: Now I’d like to say a word on that. Of course they were! You'd hardly expect 
it of them, but some of them were fine upstanding citizens. We even had a Green 
sexton at the church for a while. Did a good job, too, and our people liked him. 
In fact, if there’s one thing good about the Green People, it’s that they’re relig- 
ious. Sure, they get a little emotional about it at times, but you’ve got to expect that. 

S.S. Teacher: You should have seen the lovely doilies with the Bible verses that I 
had the Green children make, and once when we were dressing dolls in Biblical 
costumes, I went out and bought the green dolls just for them. They were so 
pleased! 

Moderator: They were? 

S.S. Teacher: Of course! 

Chairlady: Well, I should think they would be. In fact, I think that all of us just 
bent over backwards to make them accepted. They may not have joined the Women’s 
Club, but they could have . . . and I do know that whenever we had a committee 
for the PTA we always made sure that one Green woman was on it, just so they'd 
know that they had representation. I still can’t understand why they did what 
they did... ; 4 

Pastor: None of us can. It was one of the most distressing things in my entire ministry. 
Why, I had even joined the N double A G.P. (NAAGP) 

Editor: As for that, I told you at the time not to get so involved. 

Pastor: George here thought that it would be a good thing. 

Social Scientist: Of course. A man who wants to be a leader in his community must 
actively associate himself with these organizations concerned for the equal rights 
of all people. 

Factory Owner: Here we go again! 

Social Scientist: Now you know as well as I do that the Association was working for 
the good of the Green People, and it actually was accomplishing things. Why, you 
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even had your name on the letterhead a few times, though I never did see you at 
a meeting. 


Factory Owner: I’m a busy man! Can’t go to all those blame meetings. 


Editor: The Association was another thing my paper pushed for them, though. They 
got a big spread any time they wanted it, and every year, when I wrote my editorial 
on race relations, I’d mention the National Association at least two or three times. 

Moderator: You had an editorial each year? 

Editor: Yeah . . . for Brotherhood Week. Say, I brought one along from last year. 
(Reaches into inside coat pocket) Would you like to hear it? 

Moderator: Oh, I’m not sure that... 

Editor: Just a sentence or two anyway. Hmmm ... let’s see... uh... “We must 
make all people neighbors. The Green People have a right to all the privileges 
of the human race. Let us strive for the day when they shall have achieved the high 
mark that is enjoyed by all of our society.” (Looks up from reading) Pretty good, uh? 

Moderator: May I see that a minute? 

Editor: Sure, help yourself. (Editor hands clipping over to Moderator, who reads with 
evident interest the reverse side) Hey, you've got the wrong side. 

Moderator: I know, but it’s interesting too. It says “Three men were arrested last night 
on charges of armed robbery. They included Samuel Ulrich, 34, John Tedesco, 30, 
and Oliver Johnson, a Green aged 31.” 

Editor: What’s so interesting about that? 

Moderator: Oh, I guess there’s nothing to it. 

Factory Owner: The interesting thing is that all three weren't Green People. Everyone 
knows that they caused ninety per cent of the crime in our town. 

Social Scientist: That may be true, but it’s only a matter of education. Give them time 
and that will all be adjusted. It’s their environment, you see. That’s the thing that 
has to change. 

Moderator: Weren't they changing their environment when they moved into your neigh- 
borhood? 

Factory Owner: (To Social Scientist) You and your fancy speeches. But you wouldn't 
live with ‘em, would you? 

Social Scientist: Speak for yourself, friend! Who were the first to be fired when you 
had a cut-back at your plant? 

Factory Owner: That wasn’t my fault. They had the lowest seniority, that’s all! 

Editor: (sarcastically) Which wasn’t your fault! 

Chairlady: Of course it wasn’t. I don’t see why we have to blame each other for these 
things. 

Pastor: You're right. I think this whole thing has gone far enough as it is, and it’s 
ridiculous for us to be shouting at one another. 

Chairlady: Especially since we all worked so hard to get them equal rights. 

S.S. Teacher. (in a weepy voice) And to think that they were so ungrateful! 

Editor: That’s what burns me up. 

Factory Owner: Me too. 

Chairlady: I don’t know what more they could have wanted. They had everything . . . 
went to school right along with our own children . . . worked where they pleased, 
lived anywhere they wanted to live. 

Pastor: It got to the place where the Green didn’t make any difference at all. We went 
out of our way to help them ... and look what they did to us. 

Moderator: Pastor . . . what is it that they did? What happened? 
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Pastor: Oh, everyone knows. Those people out there (motions to audience) .. . they 

| know, don’t they? 

‘Moderator: Maybe they do, maybe they don’t . . . Better tell them what the Green 
People did anyway. 

‘Pastor: (very quietly) Well, they /eft. 

Editor: (angrily and loudly) They left! The Green People Jeft. You hear that out there? 
They /eft. 

Moderator: All of them? 

Factory Owner: Packed their baggage, sold their homes, and they left. 

Moderator: But I don’t understand. What’s so terrible about that? 

Social Scientist: After all we'd done for them? To leave? 

Moderator: But you didn’t really want them in the first place, did you? 

Pastor: I supose we didn't. 

Moderator: And even after you’d gone to the trouble of accepting them, you still 
weren't happy with them, were you? 

Pastor: INO... no... . . we weren't: 

Moderator: Then why be upset over their leaving? 


Pastor: (Slowly and deliberately) I don’t know. None of us know. They’re gone now... 
and we don’t have to worry about how to deal with them anymore, but it seems as 
if we've failed somewhere . . . and we don’t know where it is. 

(There is a pause... and then the Moderator rises and addresses the audience) 

‘Moderator: You must know that this whole thing has been fiction. There are no Green 
People, and nothing like this has ever happened before, nor is it likely to happen 
in the future. 

But what of these people who worked so hard to gain equality for others who were 
different? Do you know what’s wrong with them? Do you know where they have 
failed? 


Read the play! The impact of the author’s message is just as clear if you read it, as 


it is when it is presented dramatically! 


This is a good parents’ night presentation. There should be no props other than those 
mentioned at the beginning. Follow the directions for character casting carefully. The types 
of people represented here are real. (Who the Green People are, of course, will depend on 
your own community’s problems.) Questions will arise from the dialogue and the answers 
to the final question posed by the moderator will come out in the discussion period after 
the presentation. What is the difference between “integration’’ and “amalgamation?” Which 
do you think these people wanted for the Greens? (look up definitions in a good, big 
dictionary.) An example of a well-amalgamated minority group in this country is the Jews. 
(They don’t have to have the Supreme Court tell them where they can go to school, where 
they can vote, etc.) But are the Jews integrated? (Think about housing, private organiza- 
tional membership, jobs). Do Christians have any right to think about the social results of 


carrying out Christ’s will? What problems does your community have with minority groups? 
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WORD 
OF THE 
M ONTH Immanuel 


This is the second in a series on important biblical words and ideas. Be sure to 
check the scripture references mentioned. Studies of all these words—some familiar, 


some new to leaguers—are prepared by Dr. Victor R. Gold of the Pacific Lutheran 
Theological Seminary. 


“T)° YOU belong to I-mmanuel or E-mmanuel?’” is a question asked of 
Luther Leaguers in one Eastern city where there are both an Immanuel 
and an Emmanuel Lutheran Church. A recent survey in the American Lutheran 
Church (shortly to become part of “The American Lutheran Church”) showed 
that Immanuel (spelled in various ways) was one of the five most popular 
names for churches in the ALC. This would probably also be true in other 
Lutheran groups. What does this popular name mean? 

It occurs three times in Scripture: Immanuel, Isa. 7:14, 8:8; Emmanuel, 
Mt. 1:22. It stands in translation at the end of Isa. 8:10 concluding a descrip- 
tion of the significance of the name for Judah. The evangelist translates the 
name correctly, “With us [is} God.” The E. . . instead of I. . . results from 
the Greek effort to transcribe (with the short “i’ sound) what they heard 
when the Hebrew {letter} guttural ‘yz was pronounced. Elsewhere, the ‘ayin 
was transcribed by ‘‘g’” as in Gomorrah or Gaza. It is incorrect to spell Im- 
manuel, or Emmanuel, with one ‘‘m’’. The parallel name Immanuiah (“With 
us [is] Jahweh’’—see last month’s word study) appears in a papyrus from 
a Jewish colony at Elephantine in southern Egypt from 419 B. C. Other persons 
may well have been named Immanuel, or Immanuiah (im-man-nod-yah), but 
their names do not appear in Biblical or other sources, as is true of many other 
Biblical names. 

The significance of the word has been a subject of considerable discussion. 
It would therefore be useful to briefly review the context and thereby perhaps 
get a clearer idea of Isaiah’s intention. It appears in the second of three oracles 
involving names, two of which have always been accepted as having symbolic 
significance, and all three relating to the situation in Judah during the Syro 
Ephraimite War of 734-733 B. C. (Isa. 7.1-8.4). Pekah (peé-kah) of Israe 
and Rezin (reé-zin) of Aram (Damascus) attacked Ahaz of Judah who sa 
no hope for himself other than by inviting Tiglath-Pileser III (pill-eé-zer; Pu 
in the Bible, II Kg. 15.19) to assist him (II Kg. 16.5-20). To the prophets 
foreign entanglements were always dangerous and were considered an indicatio 
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of lack of confidence in God. Isaiah brought his son Shear-jashub (she-aré-jay’- 
shub) to Ahaz. Shear-jashub means, “A remnant will return,” and probably 
suggests that even if worse came to worst, the royal house and Judah would 
be preserved. Or it may mean that only a remnant of Ephraim would survive. 
In any event, it was intended to encourage Ahaz and discourage his plan to 
seek Assyrian aid. 

But Ahaz remained unconvinced, so Isaiah challenged him to ask God 
for a sign. As Jesus later emphasized (Mt. 12:39; Lk. 11:29), and as was 
already understood in the Old Testament, asking God for a sign was an im- 
proper procedure for, among other things, man thus set up conditions for 
God to meet. Ahaz’ pious refusal was hardly consistent with his rejecting God's 
sole sovereignty by inviting Assyrian aid and importing Assyrian religious 
practices—even into the Temple. Isaiah, however, determined to exhaust every 
resource to convince Ahaz of his folly, said that God would give him a sign, 
anyway. A young woman would bear a child and call him Immanuel, “God is 
with us,” and before the child reached mature discretionary age (“to choose 
good from evil,’’—probably 30 years) both aggressors would be long gone. 
Actually, Damascus fell to Assyria in 732, and Samaria (Ephraim) fell in 
721. If Ahaz persisted in his wooing of Assyria, Isaiah cautions that Judah 
coo will be devastated. Ahaz persisted and Judah felt the tramp of Assyrian 
armies. 

The third sign (8:1-4, that of Maher-shalal-hash-baz (mah-hair-shahl-lahl’- 
hahsh-bahz; ‘the spoil speeds, the plunder hastens’) again reaffirms the coming 
defeat of Pekah and Rezin. Before the prophet’s son can speak, Damascus 
and Samaria will be destroyed, as indeed they were (for Damascus, see above; 
Samaria was also rendered powerless but was not destroyed until 721). All 
three signs, therefore, have as their function the assuring of Ahaz that he need 
aot apply for Assyrian help, since God will bring the aggressors to destruction. 

In 8:8, Immanuel is used as another name for Judah in the prophet’s 
description of Judah’s fate before Assyria because of Ahaz’ refusal to accept 
Isaiah's assurances and warnings. Verses 5-8 complement the last verse of 
the Immanuel prophecy (7:10-17). In his word to the nations (8:9-10), we 
find a confirmation of the actual intent of the use of Immanuel in 7:14 when 
Isaiah uses the same phrase (Immanuel) as the closing statement, “God is 
with us.” 

It should also be noted that the child of 7:14 and his mother play no 
further role in Isaiah or the remainder of the Old Testament. He is not the 
one who will deliver Judah from the aggressor and restore her to her earlier 
lory under David and Solomon nor is he to be king of Judah. So far as 
che period of fulfillment is concerned, it is purely a matter of biological 
shronology—he grows older and wiser—as is also true of Maher-shalal-hash- 
baz. We know nothing of his mother except that she was a young woman. 
The word ‘almah is the feminine form of of ‘elem, “young man” (I Sam. 17.56; 
20.22). The term describes a period of life, not a physical condition. Some 
scholars suggest that she may have been Isaiah's wife (cf. the case of Maher- 
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shalal-hash-baz). It should be noted that there is no hint in Isaiah of “parthe- 
nogenesis,”” 7.e., conception without a father. 

Matthew’s use of Isa. 7:14 to emphasize the fact that God was actually 
with man has resulted in some confusion as to the significance of the woman, 
her child and his name as they appear in Isaiah. As pointed out above, the 
young woman of Isa. 7:14 can hardly apply to Mary and the child can hardly 
be identified with Jesus, for the child has no importance apart from his name. 
Furthermore, Jesus is never called Immanuel. One of the earliest uses of Im- 
manuel as a name for Jesus is in the second century (A. D. 100-125) apocalypse 
called IH Baruch (4:15). This is mot to deny Jesus’ virgin birth, for this is 
affirmed by the evangelists Matthew and Luke and is not dependent upon 
the statement in Isaiah. Matthew uses the verse to get his point across, v7z., 
God is with us—in Jesus Christ. St. John in his prologue (1:1-18) accom- 
plishes the same thing by using another approach. The circumstances and sig- 
nificance of Jesus’ birth caused Matthew to recall Isaiah’s statement. He ex- 
cerpted it from its Old Testament context and placed it in the New Testament 
context. If one were to use the entire passage in Isaiah, it would be difficult 
to use it as Matthew did the one verse. The confusion results from the pious 
desire to fill these verses (Isa. 7:14; Mt. 1:23) with more significance than 
either Scriptural author apparently intended—and one should not forget Isa. 
8:8. It is thus vitally important in discussing the meaning of Biblical passages 
to include a consideration of the setting in which they are found; otherwise, 
incorrect or inadequate conclusions may be reached. 

For Ahaz, it was imperative that he be convinced that God was with him 
and his people; otherwise disaster would surely follow. He was unconvinced— 
and it did! It is imperative that we be convinced that God is with us in Jesus 
Christ—which is Matthew’s aim—or we, too, are lost before the hosts of 
evil against which we alone cannot stand (cf. Rom. 8:37-39). Just as subse- 
quent events were the sign demonstrating the fact that God had chosen Moses 
(Ex. 3:12; place a period after, ‘I have sent you.”), so also subsequent events 
were the sign demonstrating the validity of Isaiah’s message to Ahaz. And it 
is the experience of every believer that, not the statement, but the events of 
his life are the demonstration that God is with him. When one passes by 
or worships in a church named Immanuel, one is reminded that amid the ten- 
sions and anxieties of A. D. 1960, as in 734 B. C. or in the year of our Lord’ 
birth, God’s Word through Isaiah, His prophet, continues to bring assurance 
and hope for His people. In this day, as then, God is with us—Immanuel. 
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SEED TIME 


“. .. grant that the living seed of thy word may every- 
where be sown plenteously, and that the fruits there- 
of may abound by thy grace unto life everlasting .. .” 


These passages, taken from the Propers for March, have been arranged 
for your Bible study or private devotional period. They may be used daily— 
omitting Sunday—or three times during the week. Each passage is considered 
twice: first in an explanation, secondly in an application. SEED TIME for March 
was prepared by H. Paul Santmire. 


Week of February 28 
Monday: read Jeremiah 8:4-9 


The God described in the Bible is the God who acts in history. He does things. 
de is alive. He intervenes. He saves. He judges. This God is the speaker in today’s 
oassage; Jeremiah transmits the words which God Himself speaks. The situation: ‘‘wise- 
men” in the little state of Judah have surveyed the historical situation and concluded 
hat everything is all right and that there’s nothing to get alarmed about. But God knows 
hat things are really different! Why? Because God Himself is about to bring destruction. 
3ut before God acts in history in this way, He sends Jeremiah with the message that 
he people should repent of their evil ways and so avoid destruction. 


Tuesday: re-read Jeremiah 8:4-9 


What was so wrong with the people in Jeremiah’s time? Why did God have to 
destroy them? Two things to notice: (1) They weren't particularly evil people. They 
weren't murderers and thieves. (2) They were indifferent however. Question: how many 
good, faithful, and sincere church members in this country are also indifferent? They're 
not murderers and thieves. Do they get excited about the world’s problems: hungry and 
aomeless people? Maybe God is acting in our history too! Maybe He’s speaking to you 
ind to me through Jeremiah’s words. 


Wednesday: read I Corinthians 13:1-13 

This is a hymn of praise. It describes the cement which holds the Christian life 
‘ogether: mot ideas, however orthodox they may be; mot feeling, however religious it 
night be, but /ove, plain and simple. 


Thursday: re-read I Corinthians 13:1-13 


“All right you guys, let’s go out and love. Love! Love! Love the world!’ St. 
Paul didn't write these words. For him love isn’t something that you have to get 
excited about. Love is the way you live day in and out—a kind of glorious monotony! 


Friday: read Luke 18:31-43 


Jesus tells His disciples what is going to happen to Him: He will be a crucified 
Messiah, but He will rise on the third day. The disciples don’t really understand what 
He means. Jesus isn't dependent on their understanding, however, He goes right ahead 
walking the lonely road to the Cross. 
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Saturday: re-read Luke 18:31-43 

Sometimes it’s hard for us—like the disciples—really to understand what it should 
mean that Christ died for us and rose on the third day. Yet it’s not difficult to under- 
stand this: in Christ we see God's love for us, a costly, precious love. 


Week of March 6 
Monday: read Genesis 22:1-14 


More than 1000 years before the birth of Jesus, God chose an insignificant nomad 
called Abraham. God promised this nomad that through his descendants the whole 
world would be saved from its plight (see Genesis 12:1-3). Does God keep His 
promise? Is He faithful? These are the questions at issue in today’s passage. Three 
points should be noticed: (1) God is faithful. God truly loves the world and the 
men in it. Therefore He preserves Isaac's life so that His plan of salvation can be carried 
out. (2) But the way in which God decides to work His plan of rescue doesn’t make 
sense. “But God,” Abraham could have said, “don’t you see how wrong your will for 
me is! In order for your promise to be fulfilled Isaac has to live and have children. Yet 
you command me to sacrifice him!” Abraham could have reacted in such a manner, but 
he didn’t. (3) Abraham trusted in God's faithfulness. 


Tuesday: re-read Genesis 22:1-14 


Luther once said that having faith is like following a guide over a narrow bridge 
when you are blindfolded. This is what Abraham did. Even though God’s will for 
him in that situation didn’t make any sense, he obeyed. And, above all, he trusted in 
the faithfulness of his Guide. Sometimes, like Abraham, you may not have the slightest 
idea where God is leading you. But you can rest assured that your Guide is faithful. 
All you have to do is trust Him. 


Wednesday: read II Corinthians 5:20-6:10 


Here Paul tells some early Christians (the Corinthians) that it’s their basic jok 
in life to be ambassadors for Christ. This means that they should be reconciled to God 
the first and basic requirement for Christian living. He also reminds them that now (no 
tomorrow) is when they should begin to be Christians. Finally, he makes it clear tha 
as Christians they should expect to be treated as imposters, to suffer afflictions an 
hardships, but still they are to lead lives of kindness, truthful speech, and genuine lov 


Thursday: re-read IJ Corinthians 5:20-6:10 


Your basic job as a Christian is to be an ambassador for Christ. The single mo 
important requirement for the job is that you should be reconciled to God: this mean 
putting all your trust in him (as Abraham did). Your time in office begins now (n 
tomorrow). And remember: being an ambassador for Christ is a pretty rugged jo 
When you are a Christian you can’t expect an easy life. 


Friday: read Matthew 4:1-11 


The testing of Jesus happened immediately after His baptism. This is significan 
Jesus’ baptism was like no other; in His baptism He received the commission from Go 
to die for the sins of the world. Just after this momentous occasion, God Himself 
through His Spirit—led Jesus into the wilderness to be sested (not: tempted). Wou 
Jesus accept His Divine Commission, or would He use His powers as any normal m 
might do if he were in the same place? Answer: Jesus was obedient to God. He accept 
the way of the Cross even though He knew that it would not win Him glory in tl} 
eyes of men. 
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jaturday: re-read Matthew 4:1-11 

This past New Year's Eve, Dick Clark asked one of his guests what she wanted 
most in the new year. She smiled and said, ‘Success.’ No one was surprised. Every 
zormal persons wants to be successful. This is why Christians aren’t normal; To be a 
christian is to obey God. Whether you have success in life or not is altogether unim- 
rortant. Indeed, it is precisely the promise of success that Jesus rejects! Jesus’ obedience 
0 God made Him highly unsuccessful by the standards of the world. What do you 
vant most in 1960? 

Week of March 13 

Monday: read Exodus 33:12-23 

The Israelites, God’s chosen people, were an ungrateful lot. No sooner did God 
ave them at the Red Sea than they started mumbling in their tents. Even so, God 
oved them and exercised unceasing patience with them. In today’s passage God promises 
hat He will always remain in their midst even though they have just refused to obey 
dim: “My presence will go with you and I will give you rest.’ But there is one 
mportant qualification: when God is present no one can see Him. (Even Moses, greatest 
f all the prophets cannot see God’s face—this of course is a poetic way of speaking— 
1¢ is allowed only to see God’s back.) The point: every rank-and-file Israelite had to 
elieve that God was present; they weren't able to see Him, even though He was near. 


Cuesday: re-read Exodus 33:12-23 
“Seeing is believing,” we say. Is it? The Israelites had to believe that God was 
resent; they couldn’t see Him. Like the Israelites, men of today still have to believe that 
od is present. No one can see God. But what is really important is not the fact that 
ve have to believe in God, but the fact that God js present. Even more: He is not just 
ny God. He is the God of unceasing patience and love. 
Wednesday: read I Thessalonians 4:1-7 

When the first evangelists took the Gospel to the Gentiles (the non-Jews), they 
vere faced with a problem. By and large the average Gentile looked to religion to “'take 
im away from the everyday.”’ In other words, the average Gentile didn’t expect religion 
9 make any claims on his daily life. He expected religion to be all experience and 
2eling. It was central to the Gospel (and still is!), however, that religion does make 
laims on daily life. Indeed not only does religion affect daily life—as Paul says, “how 
ou walk’’—but it transforms it. 


‘hursday: re-read I Thessalonians 4:1-7 
| Do you know anyone who is a pagan? You shouldn't have to think hard, because 
aany people in our day are pagans. They look to religion for experience and feeling, 
ut don’t expect it to make any claims on their daily living. A case in point: stewardship 
f sex. We can be quite blunt and say with Paul, “For this is the will of God... 
fat you should abstain from fornication.” Many people in our day, young and old, do 
ot know the will of God. Fornication is a tragic misuse of a gift from God. Sex isn’t 
naughty little thing. Nor is it something to be hid under a bushel. But it is to be 
sed for what it is: a gift, indeed a glorious gift! But it’s not a playtoy. 
‘riday: read Mt. 15:21-28 

The woman of Canaan wasn’t a Jew. Most people in Jesus’ day would have 
xpected Him and His disciples to scorn her for that very reason. This is: apparently 
yhat Jesus means when He says: “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of 
srael.”” But we see what he really means at the end of the passage when He praises 
er faith. Jesus’ apparent harshness with the woman is calculated to show her what 
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is really important in her life, namely, her faith in Christ as the one sent from God 
to heal men’s wounds. 


Saturday: re-read Mt. 15:21-28 


Which is your favorite picture of Jesus? Does it show Him as meek, mild, gentle, 
and kind? This is surely one side of Jesus. But Jesus can also be harsh—as He is in 
today’s passage. The point: Jesus won't let you off easy. He wants to heal your wounds 
He wants to be gentle and kind with you. But not unless you first commit yourself tc 
Him in faith! Until then He will be harsh and the world will seem harsh too. 


Week of March 20 
Monday: read Jeremiah 26:1-15 


The little Israelite state in which Jeremiah prophesied was heavy-laden with pros 
perity. Because of this great prosperity most of the people—especially the sincere re 
ligious people—were convinced that God was on their side. In the midst of it al 
God Himself dropped a bombshell: meek Jeremiah. 


Tuesday: re-read Jeremiah 26:1-15 


How much Jeremiah would feel at home this election year! President Eisenhowe 
has promised us that this will be our most prosperous year in history. The Democrats ar 
doing everything they can to convince us that they can bring us even more prosperity 
than the Republicans. Many sincere religious people look at our prosperity and sa 
that God must be on our side! Yet above the whole American scene there hovers thi 
shadow of a mushroom cloud and the threat of nuclear destruction! Perhaps we ar 
being blinded by our prosperity. Perhaps our present path is leading ws to destruction 
Jeremiah might be speaking to our generation: “Now therefore amend your ways an 
your doings, and obey the voice of the Lord . . .” To whom is Jeremiah speaking i 
our age? Could it be you? 


Wednesday: read Ephesians 5:1-9 


The Ephesians are told to be imitators of God. Then they are given a whole catz 
logue of things to do and not to do, We must remember one thing: The key to the whol 
passage comes in the first verse where the Ephesians are told to imitate God, that is, “t 
walk in love” because, of course, this is how you imitate God (who /s love). 


Thursday: re-read Ephesians 5:1-9 

How do you “walk in love” in the twentieth century? There is no simple answe 
to this basic question. Our times have changed much since the first century. We hav 
problems in addition to filthiness, silly talk, and levity. These problems are still aroun 
to be sure. But we have to worry about things like rat-filled slums, starving children i 
India, and parents who cannot find time to love their children, How do you “walk i 
love in the twentieth century? Each one of us must answer that question every day 
the decisions he makes. 


Friday: read Luke 11:14-28 

Center your attention on verses 14-20, Jesus is pictured as doing an act of heali 
(= casting out a demon). Some say that Jesus does this by Beelzebul (= the pow 
of evil). In other words, they deny that Jesus is sent from God to heal men a 
to save them from their sin. Jesus points out that His healing fights evil. Henc 
either the evil powers are fighting amongst themselves (and a house divided cann 
stand), or Jesus is the Messiah sent from God. The point: Jesus is in fact the Messi 
(or, in other words, the Kingdom of God has come.) 
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Saturday: re-read Luke 11:14-28 


Someone has said: “If you're looking for proof, don’t go to Jesus.” As a matter 
of fact, Jesus doesn’t give you proof that He is the Messiah. The argument which 
Luke records here is not meant to prove to you that Jesus is the Messiah. Rather it is 
neant to draw your attention, your devotion, and your commitment to Jesus. 


Week of March 27 
Monday: read Isaiah 55:1-7 


The poetry you read here was written by a prophet generally called the Second 
[saiah. He lived around 540 B.C., a time when Israel was in exile. Many Israelites 
suffered from oppression and despair. Many feared that God's plan of salvation for 
he world was being thwarted. Second Isaiah’s poetry is addressed specifically to the 
*xiles. It should be read out loud, slowly, and with deep thought. As you read, remember 
he plight of the exiles. Think how they would receive these words of hope and promise. 


Tuesday: re-read Isaiah 55:1-7 


Second Isaiah wrote for Israelites in exile, but his words were not fulfilled until 
Ine came who was sent from God, sent to walk the long and lonely way to the Cross 
hough He deserved it not. Jesus Christ has brought us abundant pardon. We who 
hirst can come to Him and drink. We who are poor can have all things in Him 
vithout cost. He freely gives Himself for us and to us. 


Wednesday: read Galatians 4:21-5:1a. 


Paul uses a Rabbinic style of argument to show—on the basis of the Old Testa- 
nent—that Jesus Christ is the end and goal of the whole history of Israel. His main 
oint is summarized in verse 1 (ch. 5). “Christ has set us free”, we need not “submit 
igain to a yoke of slavery.” 


(Thursday: re-read Gal. 4:21-5:1a 


Freedom in Christ is something quite different from the freedom which the Found- 
ng Fathers of our country won. Freedom in Christ may have as one of its side effects 
oolitical freedom, yet it should not be confused with political freedom. What is it then? 
consider the fact that many people are looking for the proper code of conduct and 
he right principles by which to live. This can be a pretty frustrating business—especially 
vhen you live in a fast changing society. As Christians we know that—surprisingly 
‘nough—there is no “right’’ code of conduct! There is no set of Christian principles! 
christ has set us free from such as that! Being a Christian is to lead a life without 
winciples, but with Christ. 

*riday: read John 6:1-15 

_ The feeding of the multitude is a familiar New Testament account. One question: 
t the end, why does Jesus withdraw? Why doesn’t He let the people make Him king? 
it. John is clear on this point: Jesus is not the kind of King the people want. He is 
King of a different kind. He is a King sent by God Himself to save the world. 


yaturday: re-read John 6:1-15. 


Jesus Christ feeds people today, too! How? He may see to it that the starving 
re given food; He does this through people like you. But more than this, He feeds 
»eople by building new lives for them, by nourishing them with His own Body and 
3lood so that they may lead truly human lives. But whenever people (like you and 
ne) come to make Him king (owr kind of king) He withdraws. His kingship is main- 
ained by God and God alone—we have nothing to do with it. 


29 


BOOK REVIEWS 


HERE AND THERE 


YOUR HAPPIEST YEARS. By Dick Clark. 
New York: Rosho and Random House. $2.95. 
157 pages. 

Here’s the BV—Book Version—of TV's 
Dick Clark. And it’s Dick Clark from cover 
to cover. In fact, this reviewer believes it’s 
misnamed; MY Happiest Years more 
honestly and adequately describes its auto- 
biographical contents. Actually, the volume 
is a sort of guide-book for teenage happi- 
ness, with substantiating illustrations from 
the life of Richard Augustus Clark. 

The chapters are devoted to such teen- 
time subjects as make-up—physical and 
facial, manners, off-spring-versus-parent, 
dating, marriage, and occupations. 

Your Happiest Years is ‘cool’ reading 
material for the Dick Clark fan, but just 
plain “‘square’’ for almost anybody else! 

Leslie Conrad, Jr. 


THE QUESTING HEART. By Mildred Lawr- 
ence. New York: Harcourt-Brace. 191 pages. 
$3.00. 


An August hail storm devastated the 
year’s peach crop which was to have paid 
for Dinny Bracken’s first year at college. 
Shy Dinny was actually relieved to be able 
to spend one more year at her island home 
in Lake Erie. School over, she became her 
father’s helper in the orchard and accepted 
much important responsibility around home. 
This plus the all-important friendship with 
a college student named Jeff, help Dinny 
acquire a measure of self-confidence. By 
the following fall, she is more mature and 
is prepared to face the world as a young 
adult. 
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The Questing Heart is a light nove 
which is sure to be enjoyed by teeners 
especially the girls. It is a pleasing stor’ 
filled with Mildred Lawrence’s understand 
ing for the young. 


Grezncastle, Pa. Judy Zege 
PROMISE OF TOMORROW. By Jeann 


Williams. New York: Julian Messner, Inc 
192 pages. $2.95. 


What do you do when your seeming] 
peaceful life is suddenly disrupted and dis 
illusioned? That was the problem confront 
ing “Sammy” Forrester. 

Sammy wanted what most young gir! 
want—roots and security. She had expecte 
to find this in Whit Granger, her stead 
boyfriend for several years; but he chos 
to make the Air Force his career. 


Through the experience of teaching 
small English school for Mexican childret 
trying to tame a wild mustang, and gettin 
confidence from an older man, Samm 
found the peace and security that she nee 
ed. She also learned that you can’t hol 
something against its will and that trv 
happiness comes when you give as muc 
as you receive. 

This book should especially appeal to tl 
teenagers who live in the Texas and Spai 
ish southwest area. Even those not famili 
with that part of the country would enj 
ieading about the spirit of the Texas A& 
Aggies and the dreams of those who gr 
up in the ranchlands and oil fields. 


Wooster, Ohio Barbara Bowm 


REMBRANDT AND THE GOSPEL. By Wil- 
liam A. Visser 't Hooft. Philadelphia: West- 
minster Press. 193 pages. $4.50. 


Up until now, Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft 
has been best known as the eminent Gen- 
eral Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches. With the publication of 
Rembrandt and the Gospel, he will also be 
known as the art critic who made Rem- 
brandt’s works most meaningful. 


This is a powerful book for anyone who 
has the least bit of concern for the mes- 
sage of Christian art. 

As Visser ’t Hooft views the world’s 
art, Rembrandt is the most biblical artist 
of all time—a thesis he does a splendid 
job of proving. 

Rembrandt lived with the Bible. As a 
young artist, he—like too many of his 
contemporaries—considered the Bible to 
be merely a source book of dramatic themes 
for his paint brushes. But, when he ma- 
tured, Rembrandt became “The servant of 
the Word of God. . . . The Bible alone 
determined his subject. . . . He portrayed 
the individual human being meeting God. 
. . . His painting was the first example in 
the history of art of work inspired by the 
biblical message in all its richness.” 


The book contains thirty-two of Rem- 
brandt’s drawings, etchings, and paintings, 
many of which are referred to in the vol- 
ume’s text-material. 


Leslie Conrad, Jr. 


CAMPUS CUES. By Irene Pierson, Danville, 
Illinois: The Interstate. 148 pages. $3.50. 


Do you want to be popular in college? 
Here’s a book that'll give you many in- 
sights in seeking the answer to this ques- 
tion. Miss Pierson has written an etiquette 
book that both sexes can use to better pre- 
pare themselves socially for college. 

Filled with down-to-earth phraseology 
that answers questions asked by young peo- 
ple on the correct social behavior for all 
occasions, the book deals with: how to be 


tactful, what to do at house parties, how 
to improve your personality, what to do 
when you say goodnight, how to answer 
invitations, and gives many other helpful 
hints on what and how to do the right 
thing at the right moment! 


Campus Cues can be used as a guide for 
high school youth in preparing themselves 
for many kinds of social situations. Many 
league programs can come from this book. 
You might be surprised how your fellow 
leaguers will mend their social ways after 
reading and putting these words of wisdom 
to use! 


If you feel your manners are mighty few, 
then you get a copy of Campus Cues! 


Al Daly 


VICKY PAGEANT. By Dorothy Whitting- 
ton. Duell, Sloan & Pearson. New York: 
148 pages. $3.00. 


So you don’t have a date! Curl up and 
read Vicky Pageant, a fast-moving novel 
by Dorothy Whittington. Vicky had 
marvelous plans for a theatrical career, in- 
spired by her freshman roommate. All these 
dreams and plans were smashed when she 
found that there was no more money for 
college and hardly enough even to exist. 
She gave up the dreams of a career, quit 
college, and went to Seattle to work in a 
water-front restaurant which turned out to 
be quite dismal. You'll be amazed at the 
Solvenson family who gave Vicky a new 
insight on life, and at her aunt, a very 
colorful character, who guides her to find 
a new sense of values and sums it all up 
by quoting, ‘The stature of a man is to be 
judged by what he does with what he has.’ 
Of course two eligible and handsome males 
complicate the plot and heighten inner 
conflicts and emotional content. 

Vicky Pageant is well-written and has a 
naturalness and simplicity that makes easy 
reading. However, if you are college-bound, 
you could try heavier reading in your spare 
time. 


Sunbury, Pa. Ethel Mae Lawrence 
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MOVIE REVIEWS 


by EUGENE HOEFTMAN 


BEN-HUR 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

Charlton Heston, no stranger to the 
big spectacle type of picture, once 
again runs the gamut of love and hate, 
and religion. From a position of gentle 
and respected leadership as a Prince 
of Judea he is tumbled (by Roman 
Tribune Stephen Boyd) to the point 
of mere existence as a chained galley 
slave. Rescued from this living death 
he is favored with citizenship of the 
very Rome which had previously con- 
nemned him. But the quest for re- 
venge brings him back home again, 
and to the hair-raising excitement of 
the big chariot race. Oddly enough it 
turns out to be a hollow victory and 
picture plods on to a second climax 
involving the crucifixion of Christ. 
Technicolor, wide screen. 


CASH McCALL 


Warner Bros. 


The stuff that dreams are made of 
.. . beautiful unmarried girl roman- 
tically meets good looking unattached 
male, and he not only falls in love with 
her but turns out to be a very success- 
ful business man worth millions! 
James Garner and Natalie Wood team 
up well together. Highly complicated 
financial maneuvers (buying and sell- 
ing of companies, etc.) can be largely 
ignored in concentration on the love 
story, which also has its ups and 
downs. Technicolor. 
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NEVER SO FEW 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

For the action fans who like a little 
romance on the side. A segment of 
the Burma war complete with sudden 
explosive bits of hand to hand jungle 
fighting. Frank Sinatra is the Captain 
who thrives on command and is good 
at it. Another born fighter is Steve 
McQueen, young non-com who is die 
to be promoted in the field. Dear 
Jones is likeable communications ser- 
geant; Peter Lawford, the medic 
Frankie makes like a one man army 
but he has lots of good support 
Sharply-featured Gina Lollobrigida ir 
her first Hollywood picture may take 
a little getting used to. CinemaScope 
and MetroColor. Some unusual sceni 
shots. 


ON THE BEACH 


United Artists release 

A sense of foreboding comes or 
you early in this picture and yo 
couldn’t be more right! The time 1 
1964 and, as an aftermath of tota 
nuclear war which wiped out thi 
northern hemisphere, deadly radioa 
tivity is slowly encircling the eart 
dooming all mankind. Last to go ar 
the people of Australia (with 
months of borrowed time) plus t 
crew of the U.S. atomic submari 
Sawfish, Gregory Peck commandin 
One final mission sends them to $ 
Diego to check out a freakishly sti 


functioning transmitter. Played with 
restraint but effective in suspense. 
Thought provoking (with reserva- 
tions). Ava Gardner, Fred Astaire (in 
a straight role), and Anthony Perkins. 


OPERATION PETTICOAT 


Universal-International 


As proof that “truth is stronger than 
fiction’’” (and funnier) a number of 
actual incidents from Submarine Op- 
erations in World War II in the Paci- 
fic are put together to make for a lots- 
of-laughs service comedy. Cary Grant 
is the harrassed submarine commander 
who has to rely on junior officer Tony 
Curtis to scrounge needed equipment 
and supplies. This leads to some de- 
partures from normal Navy procedure, 
as for instance when Tony brings 
aboard 5 Army nurses including Joan 
O’Brien and Dina Merrill. 

Eastman Color. 


THE LAST ANGRY MAN 


Columbia 


Paul Muni is a doctor with 45 years 
of service in a big city slum area 
where he also still resides. Young tele- 
vision executive David Wayne, grasp- 
ing at straws in an effort to hold his 
fancy-paying job, sells a TV series on 
the strength of his ability to deliver 
the eccentric doctor as the subject of 
the first program. Only thing is, the 
old gentleman in no wise feels that 
ais life is a failure or that he needs 
any charity-type reward for his dedica- 
‘ion to his profession. This destroys 
the big gimmick, but it’s just as well 
for the program never comes off any- 
way. Big death scene superbly played 
oy Muni. 


Tosopure 
JVIC BI 
TlO-PycckKM2 


You don’t have to read Rus- 


sian to read the next issue of 
LUTHER LIFE! 


* * * 


Can we keep Science and God, too? 
The Barrier 


Freedom Fighters: Election Year 


1960:III 
Partners in the Church 
Word Study: AMEN 


Holy Week Worship 


All in the April 
LUTHER LIFE 
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CLATTER 
by CONRAD 


unwritten memoirs 


F YOU'RE behaving yourself, pos- 
| terity will likely never know that 
you once existed. To put it another 
way, if you're living the life of a royal 
rascal—and doing a superb job of it 
—the chances of publishing your 
memoirs some day, or having someone 
write a biography or novel about you, 
are real good! 

I’ve just laid aside Art Buchwald’s 
atticle about the gifted songstress, 
Lena Horne. After a long conference 
with Lena, Art contends that she 
doesn’t stand a chance of being mem- 
oirs-worthy unless she changes her 
way of living—and drastically! 


Not long ago, a freelance writer 
approached one of America’s leading 
publishers about the possibility of 
printing a biography of Lena. The 
publisher quickly laid it on the line: 
‘As far as I know, she’s a dull broad; 
and unless you can dig up some juicy 
scandal, I don’t know what we could 
do with her life. If you can uncover 
a gimmick, come back to see me!” 

The freelance writer wasn’t discour- 
aged. He went straight to Lena, and 
poured out his problem to her: “Can't 
you think of a gimmick on which we 
could peg your life history?” 

“No, I can’t,” confessed Mrs. Len- 
nie Hayton. “My husband and I get 
along very well. The only time we get 
close to fighting is about music, and 
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that’s verbally. He—a music arranges, 
you know—hates singers that cloud up 
arrangements, and I hate arrangers 
that cloud up singers. I’m on speak- 
ing terms with my mother, and I’ve 
never been in a sanitarium for drink- 
ing or taking dope.” 

The inquiring writer then blurted 
out: “But what about your kids? Have 
they turned out bad because you've 
been in show business all your life.” 

“No,” replied Lena, “Neither my 
son nor my daughter has run away 
from home. Furthermore, they've 
never been arrested. As a matter of 
fact, they've both been serious-mindec 
enough to complete their college edu 
cations.” Ad infinitum it went! 


Let’s leave Lena be, and let’s take 
a look at thee. Your chances of being 
a George or Martha Washington, 0: 
a Dwight or Mamie Eisenhower ar 
so remote, it isn’t even funny. You'l 
do well if your grandchildren remem 
ber your full name—and even that’ 
going some! 

To put it bluntly! To be a practic 
ing Christian is the best way I know t 
stay out of the headlines, and off the 
book-sellers’ shelves. But is that reall 
so bad? 


If you're not a posterity personality 
if you're not “written up,” then you 
don’t have to live up to—or live dows 
—the published version. 

As a practicing Christian, you 
primary responsibility is to God. Yo 
unwritten memoirs are of greatest i 
portance to Him. And that’s the w 
it should be! 


HERE I(T 1S / 
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YOUTH PROGRAMS 1960-61 


LLA’s program resource book 
for 1960-61 (replacing High Ideals) 


Single copies: $1.50 each 
3 or more copies: $1.25 each 
Order from LLA 
2900 Queen Lane 
Philadelphia 29, Penna. 


P.S. LUTHER LIFE is NOT going out of business! 


and we ought to 
lay down our 
lives for the 
brethren. 


By this we know 
love, that He 

lay down His 
life for us; 


Your way of 


service’: /.:<s.smene . . . as a deaconess of 


His Church 


in ish Fj ° . 
In a part an institution 


social work , 
medical work 


teaching 
Write: 


Sister Marian Maurer 
Board of Deaconess Work 
2900 Queen Lane 
Philadelphia 29, Pa. 


am 


